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BY CAPT, WILLIAM H. INGHAM, 


The news of the Sioux outbreak in Minnesota, under the 
leadership of Little Crow, reached the Algona settlement in 
the latter part of August, 1862. It received but little at- 
tention at the time, however, more than to be passed along 
from one to another with such comment as each saw fit to 
make. Ordinarily it would have created quite a stir among 
the border settlers of the State, but the war in the south, for 
which urgent calls were being made for more men, absorbed. 
attention. President Lincoln had made a call for three hun- 
dred thousand in June, and again for as many more on Au- 
gust 4, with an order for a draft to meet any deficiency in 
case the quotas of the different states were not filled by Au- 
gust 15. Governor Kirkwood had issued several proclama- 
tions to the people of Iowa in which he made strong and 
earnest appeals for prompt enlistments to fill up the new reg- 
iments forming and the depleted ranks of the old ones that 
were fighting at the front. He also expressed a great de- 
sire that Iowa might furnish her quota of men without delay, 
and so avoid the necessity of making adraft. This, with the 
prospect of a long continued struggle, caused a depression 
that made it the darkest hour of the entire war. Under 
these conditions it was hardly possible for an Indian dis- 
turbance not close at hand to get the attention of even the 
border settlers of the State, who were naturally so largely 
interested. 

At that time Algona was dependent on a tri-weekly mail 


Vou. Y—31. 481 


482 ANNALS OF IOWA. 


from Fort Dodge and a semi-weekly from Blue Earth City 
to bring the news. As railroads and telegraph lines were 
almost unknown west of the Mississippi, it was slow in com- 
ing as compared with the present time. Later mails seemed 
to confirm the first report of the outbreak, and when it was 
learned that a large section of country had been overrun by 
the Indians, all the settlements destroyed and many people 
massacred; that New Ulm was being closely besieged, and 
that the settlers on the Blue Earth river and for some dis- 
tance to the east had abandoned their homes, it created an 
alarm all along the exposed border of the State. It was very 
evident that only prompt action of some kind that would 
tend to allay the fears of the people could possibly hold the 
settlements and prevent a like panic and stampede in Iowa. 
For this purpose the people of the county, especially those 
subject to military duty, were hurriedly notified to gather at 
the town hall in Algona to organize a military company and 
for such further action as might be thought best for the se- 
curity of the settlements. About the same time similar ac- 
tion was taken by the citizens of Emmet county at Esther- 
ville, in order to hold the settlements on the west branch of 
the Des Moines river. At the appointed time for the meet- 
ing at Algona, nearly all of those notified and many others 
were present. On motion of J. HE. Stacy, Dr. J. R. Arm- 
strong was called to the chair. He briefly stated the situa- 
tion and the object of the meeting. Enlistments were then 
made and the company was fully organized in a very short 
time, without a dissenting voice. As the new company had 
mo arms or ammunition, Lewis H. Smith was chosen to go to 
Des Moines and procure a supply, and also to do whatever 
‘else might be necessary to put the company in proper form. 
It then fell to the lot of William B. Carey and myself to go 
ito Mankato and see the disturbed section of country, and 
learn the extent of the trouble and also what was being done 
for the protection of the Minnesota border, that the people 


in our own State might be better informed as to what should 
be done. 
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On the following morning Mr. Carey andI were off on 
horseback and crossed the thirty miles of unsettled prairie 
to Hagen’s place, at the upper grove on the Blue Earth river. 
From there on the vacant homes and stock at large showed 
too plainly what had taken place. We found a company of 
militia, at Blue Earth City where we stopped over night, 
busily engaged in preparing for defense and in caring for 
the town. As we passed through Winnebago City on our 
way to Mankato the next day, we saw a mounted field piece 
standing at the roadside with about a bushel of cast iron 
broken up into small pieces, lying at its side, to be used in- 
stead of shot and shell; it gave the place quite a warlike ap- 
pearance. On reaching Mankato we learned that the Sioux 
had withdrawn from their attack upon New Ulm and that the 
citizens and fugitives, some two thousand in all, had aban- 
doned ihe town and gone to different parts in the older set- 
tlements of the state, taking with them many from Mankato 
as they passed through. The next morning we were told 
that there were several at the hospital who had been wounded 
at Lake Shetek. We called on them and found among the 
number, Mr. Ireland, who had the reputation of being ‘‘one 
man that the Indians could not kill.” He seemed to be fully 
entitled to this distinction, as he had walked about fifty miles, 
with others, in making his escape, after having been wounded 
some eight times. We found him quite feeble, as he told us 
in a faltering voice that the settlements on the west branch 
of the Des Moines river from Lake Shetek to the Iowa 
boundary, and in the country from the lake to New Ulm, 
through which he had traveled while getting away, had all 
been broken up by the Indians and the greater part of the 


settlers had been killed. We were notable to find any person 


in town who could furnish us with definite information such 


as was wanted. So on learning that there were likely to be 


troops stationed at New Ulm some twenty-five miles up the 
Minnesota river, we decided to go there and see more of the 


effects of the outbreak. On our way the broken down fences 
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and the appearance of the road and fields near by all went to 
show the intense excitement of the people as they hurried 
and crowded on their way, after leaving the town, and the 
terrifying scenes which they had witnessed. When we ar- 
rived at the once thrifty town of fifteen hundred inhabitants, 
we found only the business houses, a large hotel and a brick 
building left to mark its location. The blackened ruins of 
homes, and the bullet marked buildings, showed plainly the 
effects of the two different attacks made by the Sioux for its 
capture. It may be of interest to introduce a brief sketch of 
the time and manner in which these attacks were made. 

The Sioux commenced their depredations and murderous. 
work early on the morning of August 18, 1862, at the Lower 
Mission, and then worked down the Minnesota River during 
the day to within six miles of New Ulm, burning the homes 
and killing many of the settlers on their way. During the 
afternoon several fugitives reached the town and told the 
people what was being done up the river. Soon after, many 
more began to arrive. This created the wildest excitement 
and caused the entire population to gather at the business 
center, where they quickly went to work putting up a barri- 
cade around a large square for protection. On the following 
day the work on the barricades was vigorously pushed for- 
ward without any signs of Indians until the middle of the 
afternoon, when columns of smoke were seen to rise above 
the timber in different localities. As other columns were 
soon noticed nearer by, the imprisoned people well knew what 
to expect. By six o’clock one hundred Indians or more 
made their appearance and began burning the buildings at 
the outskirts of the town. They then undertook to reach 
the central part, fighting with the citizens from house to 
house as they went, and using the dense smoke from the 
burning buildings as a screen to protect themselves from 
being seen, The consternation in the camp at this point 
was at its highest pitch. Fortunately, just at this time Mr. 
Boardman with fifteen mounted men came into town from 


SD 
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St. Peter. He and his men, without stopping, went charg- 
ing down the street firing their guns rapidly as they went. 
This brought out all the available forces from the barricaded 
square, and they at once joined in the fight. Altogether 
they drove the Indians back, who evidently thought large 
reinforcements had arrived and so took to their horses and 
went away after a loss of several killed and wounded on both 
sides. About nine o’clock the camp was greatly relieved by 
the arrival of Judge Flandreau from St. Peter with one 
hundred men. He was then chosen to take command. Early 
on the following morning about one hundred men from 
Mankato and LeSeur arrived and joined the forces. As 
there were no Indians in sight all hands were set at work 
strengthening the barricades. This, with scouting the coun- 
try a few miles out, burying the dead and caring for the camp, 
kept the force busy until the 23d inst., when Little Crow 
with some five hundred warriors made his appearance, After 
considerable skirmishing outside of the town they finally 
obliged Judge Flandreau and his men to fall back and seek 
shelter within the town. They then nearly surrounded the 
town when a desperate fight began which lasted until dark 
with no marked advantage on eitherside. Judge Flandreau 
now ordered the barricaded square to be made as small as 
possible about the two thousand people huddled together, 
and the surplus material to be used for strengthening the 
works. He then ordered all wooden buildings standing out- 
side of the square to be burned. This was done in order to 
prevent the Indians from carrying on a skulking fight from 
house to house as they had done the day before andjoblige 
them to come out into an open field. The prompt action of 
Judge Flandreau undoubtedly saved the town from a general 
massacre, as the Indians after making a feeble attack and 
firing random shots from the hill at the west during the next 
forenoon, withdrew and went off northward. The authorities 
after burying the dead and caring for the wounded decided 
it would be best for the people to abandon the town, as there 
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were no means at hand. for taking proper care of so many 
sick and wounded persons. A complete abandonment was 
made on the 25th inst., five days previous to the arrival of 
Mr. Carey and myself. We found Captain Dane with @ 
squad of cavalry in command; he kindly invited us to stop 
with him over night at the hotel building where he and his 
men were making their headquarters. During the evening 
we listened to the reports of those who had been out on de- 
tail, ranging through the desolated settlements for the pur- 
pose of burying the dead and rescuing any who had escaped. 
From these reports it was very evident that the Indians had 
lost none of their usual cunning in devising means to torture, 
before their death, many of their unfortunate victims, espe- 
cially women and children. Judging from the number of 
dead already reported, Captain Dane was of the opinion that 
the massacre would prove to be the largest in the history of 
the country. Later it was found to number eight hundred 
victims or more, making it nearly three times as great as the 
famous Wyoming Valley massacre in 1778. 

It being important that we should return soon, we de- 
cided to take a direct course for Algona by way of Iowa 
Lake and so save time. Learning that a couple of soldiers 
were detailed to burn a building in which they had found 
the putrid body of one of the unfortunates, early the next 
morning, a mile or two out on our way, we arranged to be 
called in time to breakfast with the company mess and go 
with them. In starting out through the town we passed a 
line of the barricade that had not been disturbed. It was 
made up in sections of cord wood, lumber, wagon wheels, 
piled up layer upon layer, and kegs of nails set upright, tier 
upon tier, with broken joints. Quite a large section was 
built up with trunks and boxes filled with goods from the 
stores, that were still exposed to the weather. More than 
one hundred and fifty lumber wagons had entered into its 
make-up, with everything else available. The wagons had 
been taken away for the purpose of carrying the women and 
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children as well as the sick and wounded, at the time the 
town was abandoned. We soon brought up at the doomed 
building and saw its lonely occupant lying upon the floor. 
He added one more to the list of the unknown dead, as there 
was nothing about his person by which he might be identi- 
fied. We now left our escort to perform their task while 
we went on our way. During the forenoon we came to a 
newly made, unoccupied, log structure, marked “Fort Ma- 
delia,” in large letters, evidently having been put up by the 
settlers for a place of refuge where they might be better 
prepared to defend themselves in case the Indians should 
make an attack. At noon we went to a farm to feed our 
horses. In looking about we noticed a large field of grain 
ready for the stack. In the yard there were several finished 
stacks; one was partly finished with the rack over turned 
near-by and a part of the load lying under it on the ground. 
Going to the house not far away we passed through the open 
front gate and walked up to the open door; the spirit of the 
home seemed to say, “Just in time. Walk in. Dinner is 
ready and waiting for, you.” We went in and found the 
table fully prepared for the meal; a large baked goose was 
lying on the platter, with carving knife and fork at its side. 
Had it not been waiting so long and had Captain Dane not 
cautioned us about eating anything found at the homes on 
our way, on account of possible poison, we should have been 
inclined to accept the seeming invitation. As it was, 
we preferred a vegetable lunch such as we could find in the 
well kept garden near-by. Everything about this home 
seemed to be in order and undisturbed, so that from what. 
we had seen it became an easy matter to read the circum- 
stances under which the family had left. The last load of 
grain before dinner was being put into the stack. The 
conque shell lying on the shelf had been used in giving the 
dinner call. When the grain was about two-thirds unloaded 
parties came out of the oak openings near-by and gave the 
alarm of Indians. A few persons stopped to raise the rack 
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from the wagon and turn it off. The wagon box was hur- 
riedly put on, the folks from the house rushed out, not stop- 
ping to take anything with them or even to close the door, 
and all were off. Thousands of people over a large part of 
the state of Minnesota abandoned their homes in a similar 
manner at all hours of day and night, whenever the alarm 
was given. There was an immense loss of property in con- 
sequence, but this was nothing in comparison with the injury 
and suffering from exposure and excitement on the part of 
the people themselves. After lunch our course led us across 
a large unsettled prairie, as at that time no settlements had 
been made away from the timber. 

It may be presumed that from the time we left New Ulm 
we were alert in noticing whatever might be going on about 
us, so that when we saw some large, dark objects in front, 
crossing our course to the east, and so far away in the smoky, 
dusty air that we could not make out what they were, we 
gave them our closest attention. We watched them care- 
fully for some distance, with the thought of Indians upper- 
most in our minds, Whatever they were, however, it was 
quieting to know that they were going away from us at good 
speed. But when they were seen to stop and soon after 
turn about and retrace their course partly toward us we were 
decidedly anxious. We rode on quickly to where we could 
plainly see them when passing infrontandstopped. We didnot 
have to wait long, however, before we were well pleased to 


see the objects that we had been watching develope into two. 


teams and wagons, with several men in each. The men were 
standing up, beating, prodding and urging their teams in a 
way to bring out their best possible speed. It now became 
a puzzling matter for us to determine what the cause might 
be for such a terrible fright. If it was from seeing us we 
could not account for their stopping and then turning back 
partly toward us. It was more likely that they had seen 
Indians in front or something mistaken for them, from whom 
they were trying to make their escape. If they had really 
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seen Indians we felt it to be rather important for us to know 
it and to plan accordingly, as we were not armed. Under 
the circumstances Mr. Carey and I decided to overtake them 
as quickly as possible and learn the cause of their fright, so 
that if it came from us we could make ourselves known and 
thereby relieve them and also save their teams from further 
violent work. When we rode up to their side and called on 
them to stop, they only made a greater effort in urging their 
teams forward. Finding we could not get their attention in 
this way, we rode up partly in front of the horses, and man- 
aged to make ourselves known, when their teams were slowly 
brought to a halt. We found the party to be made up of 
Norwegians who hardly knew how to give expression to their 
feelings when they found they were not to be harmed. When 
they recovered sufficiently to talk we were told that on first 
‘seeing us they became very much alarmed, thinking we were 
Indians, and so hurried their teams as best they could on 
their way. After going some distance it occurred to them 
that the whole country was being overrun by Sioux and that 
it would be useless for them to go any farther expecting to 
escape. They then quickly unloaded their goods and started 
back hoping to reach their cabins, some five miles from 
where we were, up the Watonwan River. They also told us 
that when the first alarm of Indians reached their settlement 
they had taken their families to Albert Lea but had returned 


_to get a supply of bedding and other articles for their use, 


and were on their way back when they first saw us coming 
from the north. We now got off from our horses while they 
got out of their wagons and so we met and became acquainted, 
with a vigorous handshake over the affair. As I remember, 
it was a pretty good feeling group just then on the prairie 
of the Watonwan. After talking it over they decided to go 
back to their homes and stay over night and invited us to 
go with them, which we did. It proved to be very fortunate 
for us as we found good quarters for the night and were well 


cared for by our newly made friends. On the following’ 
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morning, before parting with them, they asked to be advised 
as to the safety of their returning and wintering their stock 
on the farms, We answered them at once that we should 
not like to take the risk. They evidently did return, how- 
ever, and quite likely lost their lives by so doing, in the 
following March, as a report came out at that time that the 
Sioux had killed a party of Norwegians at the head waters 
of the Watonwan. 

Our trip from here on, through an unsettled section of 
country to Iowa Lake was uneventful; there we stayed over 
night at the Thompson home. We had now traveled be- 
yond the places where Captain Dane’s cautious advice could 
apply and so made free use of the abundance of supplies 
found at this home. From that place we reached home by 
one more day’s travel, on Sept. 2, 1862, making six days in 
all from the start. We found that Mr. Smith had returned 
from Des Moines without being able to do anything for the 
company, as Governor Kirkwood had called Mr. S. R. Ing- 
ham of Des Moines to his aid and had commissioned him to 
take full charge of the Northern Border disturbance, as 
shown by the following order, dated August 29, 1862, the 
day before Mr. Carey and myself started for Minnesota: 


Exxgoutive Orricz, Des Mornss, August 29, 1862. 
S. R. Ingham, Esq.: 


Srz:—I am informed there is probable danger of an attack by hostile 
Indians, on the inhabitants of the Northwestern portion of our State. Arms 
and powder will be sent to you at Fort Dodge. Lead and caps will be sent 
with you. I hand you an order on the Auditor of State for one thousand. 
dollars. 

You will please proceed at once to Fort Dodge and to such other points 
there as you may deem proper. Use the arms, ammunition and money 
placed at your disposal in such manner as your judgment may dictate as 
best to promote the object in view, to-wit: the protection of the inhabi- 
tants of the frontier. It would be well to communicate with Captain 


Millard commanding the company of mounted men raised for U.S. service: 


at Sioux City. Place any men you may deem it advisable to raise under 
his command. Use your discretion in all things, and exercise any power 
I could exercise if I were present, according to your best discretion. 
Please report to me in writing. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Samvueu J. KiRKwoop. 


ee 


JAMES A, SAWYERS. 


Ho served in the Mexican War; First Lieutenant Sioux City Volunteer Cavalry, 
1861-62; Lieutenant-Colonel lowa Northern Border Brigade, 1862-63 ; 
died in California, March 27, 1898. 
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Under this order from Gov. Kirkwood, Mr. Ingham came 
to the north part of the State and after consulting with the 
people in several of the northern counties arrived in Algona 
on Sept. 2, 1862, the date of our return from New Ulm. On 
meeting him we made a brief verbal report as to what we 
had seen and learned about the massacre in Minnesota. A 
meeting of the people was then called to be held at the town 
hall next day, Sept. 3, at which Mr. Ingham, after listening 
to the views of several speakers as to what should be done to 
quiet the excitement and for the protection of the settlers, 
authorized the enlistment of forty men to be furnished by 
Humboldt, Palo Alto, Kossuth and Emmet counties. These 
were recruited without delay and were quickly organized into 
a company and sent out to lowa Lake and Estherville to meet 
the pressing emergency. Under a subsequent order, dated 
Sept. 12, 1862, from Goy. Kirkwood, Mr. Ingham organized 
four more companies for the border service, stationing one 
company at lowa Lake and the remaining companies at posts 
along the exposed border of the settlements from Spirit Lake 
to Sioux City. After Lt.-Col. James A. Sawyers* had been 
elected and had taken command of the forces, Mr, Ingham 
filed his report with Goy. Kirkwood. This report furnishes 
a full and complete history of all that was done up to that 
time for the protection of the northern border of the State, 
as follows: 

To His Excellency, S. J. Kirkwood, Governor of Iowa: 
S1z:—Under your instructions placed in my hands August 29, 1862, I 


have the honor to report, that in compliance therewith, I at once proceeded 
to the northern border of our State to ascertain the extent of the supposed 


* James A. Sawyers was born in Tennessee, Dec. 16, 1824. He died in California on 
the 7th day of March, 1898, and was buried at Sioux City on the 3d day of April, 1898.. 
He served in the Mexican war in Company E, First Tennessee Cavalry, On Sept. 27, 
1861, he enlisted in the Sioux City Volunteer Cavalry to go south in the war of the re- 
bellion. But at this time the Indians were troublesome on the frontier and the com- 
pany was required in Indian service. He was elected first lieutenant by his company, 
and served until Aug. 1862. He was urged by Goy. Kirkwood to accept a commission 
as lieutenant-colonel of the Northern Border Brigade of the Iowa State Militia, which 
he did Sept. 1, 1862. He was mustered out Sept. 19, 1863, The most important service 
Col. Sawyers ever rendered the government of the United States was doubtless the 
opening of the road from the mouth of the Niobrara river to Virginia City in Montana. 
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difficulties, and to do the needful for the protection of our frontier settle- 
ments, should circumstances warrant or demand. 

I visited Dickinson, Emmet, Palo Alto, Kossuth, Humboldt, and Web- 
ster counties, found many of theinhabitantsin a high state of excitement, 
and laboring under constant fear of anattack by Indians. Quite a num- 
ber of families were leaving their homes and moving into the more thickly 
settled portions of the State. f 

This feeling, however, seemed to be more intense and to run higher in 
the more inland and remote counties from the border, than in the border 
counties themselves. In Emmet and Kossuth, both border counties, I had 
the settlers called together in order that I might learn from them their 
views and wishes as to what ought to be done for their safety, or rather 
what was necessary to satisfy and quiet their fears and apprehensions. 
They expressed themselves freely and were very temperate in their de- 
mands, 

They said all they wanted or deemed necessary for the protection of the 
northern border was a small force of mounted men stationed on the east 
and west forks of the Des Moines river, to act in concert with the United 
States troops, then stationed at Spirit Lake; but that this force must be 
made up of men, such as they could choose from amongst themselves, who 
were familiar with the country and had been engaged in hunting and trap- 
ping for years, and were more or less familiar with the habits and customs 
of the Indians, one of which men would be worth half a dozen such as the 
State had sent up there on one or two former occasions. 

In a small ferce of this kind they would have confidence, but would not 
feel safe with a much larger force of young and inexperienced men, such 
as are usually raised in the more central portions of the State. I at once 
authorized a company to be raised in Emmet, Kossuth, Palo Alto and 
Humboldt counties. Within five days forty men were enlisted; held an 
election for officers, were mustered in, furnished with arms and ammuni- 
tion, and placed on duty,—twenty at Chain Lakes and twenty at Esther- 
ville on the west fork of the Des Moines river. 

I authorized them to fill up the company to eighty men, if necessity 
should demand such an addition to the force. At Spirit Lake, in Dickin- 
son county, I found some forty men stationed under command of Lieut. 
Sawyers of Capt. Millard’s company, Sioux City Cavalry in the United 
States service. From the best information I could obtain I deemed this a 
sufficient force and therefore took no action to increase the protection at 
this point, further than to furnish the settlers with thirty stand of arms, 


and a small amount of ammunition, for which I took a bond as hereinafter 
stated. 


Not being able to see Captain Millard, he being at Sioux City, I did 
not place the company raised under his command, but simply made an ar- 
rangement with Lieut. Sawyers by which the forces were to act together 
until such time as I should be able to see the captain. 

I found that arms and ammunition had been distributed in several of 
the counties by the State, but owing to the reckless waste of ammunition 


ee 


LEWIS H. SMITH, 


Pioneer settler of Kossuth county; First Lieutenant and Quarter- 
master of the lowa Northern Brigade. Mustered 
into State service September 7, 1862. 
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in shooting game, and the total want of care for the arms, when the time 
came when they were needed, they were either not to be found, or when 
found were almost wholly unfit for service. The arms in many instances, 
as I was reliably informed, had been carried or traded off, and as to am- 
munition, they had none; it had all been wasted on small game. In order 
to avoid this in the future, I advised the collecting together of the arms, 
putting them in order, and in all localities thickly settled enough to make 


_it practicable, that they be deposited, together with what ammunition 


might be found, in some one place in charge of some reliable person, who 
should make it his business to look after and take care of them. This, in 
my opinion, is the only way that State arms can be made of much avail to 
the great majority of the settlers, particularly in all localities where the 
population is sufficiently dense to warrant it. In this way they would al- 
ways be in order and ready for use. It would be economy on the part of 
the State, to pay even a reasonable compensation to some good man in 
each locality where distribution is made, to take charge of and hold him- 
self responsible for them. 

The settlers of Emmet and Kossuth counties were very desirous of hav- 
ing arms distributed to them, but owing to the limited number of arms 
and the small amount of ammunition at my disposal, I was unable to do so. 

At Ft. Dodge, I received from the adjutant general, arms and ammuni- 
tion as follows, to-wit: 

One hundred and ninety-four Austrian rifles, 48 Springfield muskets, 3 
kegs of powder, 293 lbs. of lead, 2,000 percussion caps, 5,000 cartridges. I 
received from Hon. J. H. Hatch, acting quartermaster at Des Moines, 1,000 
cartridges, and of the clerk of the district court of Webster county, 2,600 
percussion caps belonging to the State. I purchased at Ft. Dodge 10 lbs. 
of buck shot. Of the above described articles, the following were deliy- 
ered to the commanding officer of the company stationed at Chain Lakes 
and Estherville, to-wit: 

Sixty Austrian rifles, 20 Springfield muskets, 2,000 cartridges, 2614 lbs. 
powder, 30 lbs. lead, 2,500 percussion caps, 10 lbs. buck shot. 

The following were delivered to Adolphus Jenkins for the use of set- 
tlers in Emmet county: Seven lbs. powder, 10 lbs, lead, 300 percussion 
caps. 

To Martin Coonan for the use of settlers in Palo Alto county: Five lbs. 
powder, 10 lbs. lead, 300 percussion caps, and to Henry Barkman and 
Leonidas Congleton, for the use of settlers in Dickinson county: Ten Aus- 
trian rifles, 20 Springfield muskets, 15 lbs. powder, 20 lbs, lead, 500 per- 
cussion caps. 

Bonds were taken for the arms and ammunition distributed as afore- 
said. 

All the arms and ammunition remaining on hand were subsequently 
turned over to Quartermaster Lewis H. Smith. 

Having done all that seemed necessary for the protection of the settlers 
of the more exposed of the northern border counties, I returned to Fort 
Dodge on the 8th day of September, intending to proceed at once to Sioux 
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City, and make all necessary arrangements for the protection of the settle- 
ments on the northwestern border. 

At that point I was informed that the legislature, then in extra session, 
had passed a bill providing for the raising of troops for the protection of 
our borders against hostile Indians. I therefore deemed it best to report 
myself to you for further instructions, and did so report on the 10th day 
of September. On the 13th day of that month you placed in my hands the 
following instructions, together with your General Orders No. 1. 


ExxroutivE Orrioz, Des Mornzs, Sept. 12, 1862. 
‘(GENERAL ORDERS No. 1. 

1. The number of companies that will be received for service under the 
Act to provide forthe protection of the northwestern frontier of Iowa from 
the hostile Indians, passed at the extra session of 1862, and the Acts amend- 
atory thereof, is as follows, viz: One to be raised at Sioux City, one at 
Denison, Crawford county, one at Fort Dodge, one at Webster City, and 
one now stationed at Chain Lakes and Estherville. 

2. These companies shall contain not less than forty nor more than 
eighty each. They willelect the company officers allowed, and in the manner 
prescribed by law. As soon as company elections are held, certificates of 
the result must be sent to the Adjutant General for commissions. After 
being mustered and sworn in, they will proceed, on a day to be fixed by 
8. R. Ingham, to vote at their several places of rendezvous by ballot for a 
Lieutenant-Colonel to command the whole. The returns of this election 
will be made to such point as Mr. Ingham may direct, and these canvassed 
by five tellers, one to be selected by each company, and the result sent to 
the Adjutant General. The highest number of votes cast for any one can- 
didate shall elect. 

3. The men and horses will be inspected and mustered in by Mr. Ing- 
ham. They must be fit for the proposed duty, also equipments. 

4. The points at which the troops will be stationed, will, in the first 
place, be fixed by Mr. Ingham, and afterwards by the Lieutenant-Colonel 
elect. 

5. Sufficient tools will be furnished to enable the men at such points as 
may be designated to erect block houses for quarters, and inclose grounds 
with a stockade. These houses and grounds are intended as rallying points 
in the future for the settlers in cases like the present, at which they can 
maintain themselves until help can reach them. This, in my judgment, is 
the only way in which security can ever be given to the border. The State 
cannot, and the United States will not, maintain an army all the time in 
the field for their protection, and unless some means can be devised by 
which the settlers can be prevented from abandoning their homes in case 
of alarm, it will be long before settlements will be made. These block 
houses, it seems to me, afford a means by which this may be done. 

6. The officers and men composing these companies, so long as they 
remain in service, shall devote themselves exclusively to their duty. It is 
made the duty of each officer commanding a company or squad stationed 
at any post, to keep a daily record of absentees, with the causes for which 
leaves of absence have been given. Leaves of absence must not be given 
merely for the convenience of the person seeking it, but for sickness only; 
or for some cause affecting the public interest, which must in each case be 
stated on the returns. Absentees without leave must be noted on the rolls 
in all cases, and their pay will be stopped for the time they were absent, 
and for an equal time after their return, unless excused for some cause 
which in all cases must be reported to the Governor for his approval. 

Consolidated monthly reports will be made by each company up to 
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the first day of each and every month, which reports must be transmitted 
to the Adjutant General within ten days thereafter. 

Drunkenness of either officers, non-commissioned officers or privates, 
while on duty, will be deemed sufficient cause for dismissal from service 
without compensation or pay. 

7. Each man shall be required to furnish his own horse and equip- 
ments. Subsistence and forage will be furnished by the State. The same 
pay will be allowed for this service as is now provided for like service by 


' the United States. 


Samvuet J. Krrxwoop, Governor of Lowa. 


ADDITIONAL INSTRUOTIONS BY GOV. KIRKWOOD. 


ExroutivE Orrior, Dzs Mornss, Iowa, September 13, 1862. 
S. R. Ingham, Esq.: 

S1z:—You are intrusted with the organization of the forees provided 
by law for the defense of the northwestern frontier, and with furnishing 
them with subsistence and forage during and after their organization; 
also, with the posting of the troops raised at such points as are best cal- 
culated to effect the object proposed, until the election of the officer who 
will command the entire force, and generally with the execution of the or- 
ders issued of this date in connection with this force. 

It is impossible to foresee the contingencies that may arise, rendering 
necessary a change in these orders for the prompt exercise of powers not 
therein contained, and delay for the purpose of consulting me might re- 
sult disastrously. In order to avoid these results, as far as possible, I 
hereby confer upon you all the powers I myself have in this regard. You 
may change, alter, modify, or add to the orders named, as in your sound 
discretion you may deem best. You may make such other and further 
orders as the exigencies of the case may, in your judgment, render neces- 
sary. In short, you may do all things necessary for the protection of the 
frontier, as fully as I could do if I were personally present, and did the 
same. 

The first object is the security of the frontier; the second, that this 
object be effected as economically as is consistent with its prompt and 
certain attainment. 

All officers and citizens are enjoined to co-operate with you, and yield 
to you the same assistance and obedience they would to me, and I hereby 
ratify and confirm all you may do in the premises. 

And you are further fully authorized to employ any person or persons 
whom, in your judgment, you may deem necessary to assist you in the 
execution of your commission. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Samvueu J. KrzKwoop. 


Drs Mornes, Iowa, Sept. 13, 1862. 
S. R. Ingham, Esq.: 

Sr1z:—You are hereby authorized and empowered to collect together 
all the arms and equipments, or so many as you may desire, belonging to 
the State, now in the possession of any person or persons in the northern 
and northwestern portions thereof, and distribute them according to your 
best judgment, for the use of troops and settlers in the protection of the 
northwestern frontier. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Samugeu J. Kipxwoop. 


In pursuance of these orders and instructions, I proceeded to Fort 
Dodge, and mustered and swore into the service of the State, for nine 
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months, unless sooner discharged, the company raised at that place, first. 
inspecting the horses and equipments, and having them appraised. 

I then proceeded with due dispatch to Webster City, Denison and 
Sioux City; and in like manner mustered in the companies raised at those 


places. : 
In the inspection of the horses and equipments, it was found utterly 


impracticable to be governed by a strict compliance with the rules. and 
regulations which govern the United States service. In each of the com- 
panies accepted, many of the horses and equipments were of an inferior 
character; but being convinced that the utmost exertion had been made 
by the members of the companies to procure those that were better, with- 
out success,and it being evident that to reject such as were furnished 
would only work a detriment to the service, they were in many instances 
accepted with the understanding, however, in some cases, that others should 
soon be substituted, that would more nearly comply with the requirements 
of the service. 

These four companies, and the one that had previously been stationed 
at Chain Lakes and Estherville, were all that were authorized under your 
General Orders, and mustered in all about two hundred and fifty men, rank 
and file. 

As each of the companies were sworn in, marching orders were at once 
given to the commanding officer, and such other orders as seemed advisa- 
ble for the purpose of carrying out the objects in view, as expressed in 
your orders and instructions. 

One company was stationed at Chain Lakes, one at Estherville, and 
portions of companies at each of the following points, to-wit: Acheyedan, 
Peterson, Cherokee, Ida, Sac City, Correctionville, West Fork, Little Sioux 
and Melbourne, thus forming, in conjunction with the portions of Capt. 
Millard’s Company stationed at Sioux City and Spirit Lake, a complete 
line of communication between Chain Lakes and Sioux City. 

After consulting the feelings and wishes of the settlers along the line, 
and after a careful survey of the grounds, it was determined to erect block 
houses and stockades at the following points, to-wit: Correctionville, 
Cherokee, Peterson, Estherville, and Chain Lakes. 

At Spirit Lake a stockade had already been built around the court 
house by Lieut. Sawyers. The court house being constructed of brick 
makes the work of a very permanent and durable character. In making 
these locations, I was of course governed in a great degree by the desires 
and wishes of the settlers, at the expense of what might be regarded by 
military men as a proper location, in a strict military point of view. In 
conceding these points to them, I assumed that in as much as the State 
was constructing the works solely for their use and benefit, if the settlers 
themselves were satisfied, certainly the State would be. 

At the points above indicated are the principal settlements on our ex- 
treme Northwestern border, and they are the only ones at which it was 
necessary to construct works as contemplated in your orders. This plan 
of protection was well received by most of the settlers, and at all the places 
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named, except Peterson, they furnished the timber with which to carry it 
out, free of cost to the State; and not only this. but in some instances de- 
livered it on the ground. At Peterson the parties owning the largest bodies 
of timber refused to furnish it without being paid five dollars per M.,. 
standing in the tree. Regarding this as ungenerous, to say the least, in as. 
much as the use to which it was to be put was for their own benefit, I gave: 
orders to the captain in command at that post to get what material and 
assistance he could from such of the settlers as showed a disposition to- 
favor the enterprise in a practical manner, and if he found that enough 
timber was not furnished in that way to complete the work, to cut such 
additional amount as might be necessary, keeping a correct account of it 
and returning the same to me, together with the owner’s name; and in do- 
ing so, to assess the amount as nearly equal as possible to the different 
owners in proportion to the number of acres owned by each. 

In some of the localities, owing to the scarcity of timber, sods were 
used to good advantage in the construction of the works, particularly so 
in building the stables. 

I am informed that the orders for building the block houses and stock- 
ades have all been carried into effect, and that the work in most instances 
is fast approaching completion. 

One of the greatest obstacles to be met with in maintaining a force of 
mounted men on the northwestern border (and none other is fit for the 
service) is in providing forage at anything like reasonable cost. This was 
overcome, in a measure, however, by each company or squad going to 


work and putting up hay as soon as they reached their several posts. But: 


owing to the lateness of the season when they were placed on duty, enough 


could not be obtained in this way and what they did get was of an inferior 


quality. Corn and oats are raised in but limited quantities as yet, in the 
immediate vicinity of the posts, and what surplus the inhabitants have to. 
dispose of is held at extremely high prices, when it is considered that they 
have no market for it except the one created by the demand for supplies. 
for the use of the troops. Most of the corn and oats have to be hauled from 
twenty to sixty miles, which increased the cost very materially by the time 
they are delivered at the post. Still, notwithstanding these difficulties, 
up to this time, Quartermaster Lewis H. Smith, through his indomitable 
energy and perseverance has been able to supply them at comparatively 
low prices; but I am apprehensive that holders will undertake to force 
prices up before spring, should it be necessary to keep the troops there. 
until that time. 

In accordance with your orders, I fixed Friday, the 7th of November, as 
the day on which the several companies should hold an election for Lieu- 


tenant Colonel to command the whole. At the election so held James A.. 


Sawyers, Ist lieutenant of Capt. Millard’s company, was chosen. And per- 
mit me to say that an excellent selection was made. In my opinion, no 
better man could have been found for this service. 

From information in my possession, I am entirely satisfied that it will 
be unnecessary to keep this entire force on duty after the completion of 
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the block-houses and stockades, on which they are now engaged. These 
completed, in my opinion, unless some new phase of the Indian troubles 
presents itself, at least two of the companies could be mustered out with- 
out detriment to the service. There is one whole company stationed at 
Estherville, also one at Chain Lakes. After the completion of the works, 
one company could as well hold both these posts. Three companies are 
stationed along the line further west. One could be mustered out and the 
remaining two divided in such a manner as to afford all necessary protec- 
tion. The increased protection afforded to the settlers by the block-houses 
and stockades, in case of an attack, would more than counterbalance the 
diminution of the force. 

Herewith I hand a report from Quartermaster Lewis H. Smith, showing 
the amount of arms, accoutrements and ammunition received and dis- 
tributed by him: All of which is respectfully submitted. 

S. R. IneHam. 


From the foregoing report it will be noticed that twenty 
men from the first company enlisted were ordered to report 
at Estherville, where Lieut. Coverdale was to take command, 
while the balance of the company was ordered to Iowa Lake 
under my charge. On our arrival at the lake we took pos- 
session of the Thompson home for temporary quarters, while 
engaged in making hay and putting up stabling for our 
horses. We had been there only a few days before receiv- 
ing a copy of the Goyvernor’s General Orders No. 1, dated 
Sept. 12, 1862. After a suitable site for the buildings and 
stockade, as contemplated in these orders, was selected, I left 
the work in charge of Lieut. McKnight and went to Esther- 
ville. Here I found Lieut. Coverdale and men occupying the 
school house for their quarters, which had already been stock- 
aded by the citizens with two-inch plank, with stabling inside 
the inclosure for their horses. While looking about fora site for 
the works, as contemplated in the order, Robert HE. Ridley 
generously offered to donate for this purpose lots one, two 
and three in block fifty-nine, as shown by the town plat. As 
this site was satisfactory to all parties concerned, his offer 
was accepted, when he and his wife Esther, after whom the 
town of Estherville takes its name, conveyed them to the 
State free of charge. It will be noticed in the report, that 
Co. B, Capt. William Williams (our old time Major Williams 
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of Fort Dodge), was ordered to report at Iowa Lake and com- 
plete the works there. On their arrival Lieut. McKnight 
and men came to Estherville, when for the first time the 
members of Co. A were all brought together for roll call. 
The people at Estherville manifested much interest in the 
construction of the works, and gave encouragement to the 
company in many ways. As this was the only post with a 
sawmill and plenty of timber near by, the works were laid 
out on rather a more extensive plan than at any of the other 
posts on the line. Then the larger settlements on the west 
branch of the Des Moines would necessarily require this, in 
ease there should be any occasion for the settlers to make use 
of them thereafter as a place of refuge. From now on we 
were kept busy as well as the other companies in getting out 
material for their respective works. In addition to this there 
were the camp duties, drilling, scouting, target practice, and 
the keeping up of communication between the different posts 
and the U.S. forces at Fairmont, Minn., and at Sioux City. 
Now and then government dispatches were passed along the 
line, and whenever of great importance they were sent through 
from post to post on limited time. This service came to be 
known as the “pony express.” <A part of the brigade was 
supplied with Austrian rifles from Gen. Fremont’s famous 
purchase. While they were not the best, they were proba- 
bly the best that could be obtained at that time. Many of the 
cartridges were defective so that when discharged it became 
a question as to the direction in which they were likely to do 
the most harm, as many of the boys will remember. 

It was the latter part of November before Lieut.-Col. 
Sawyers made his first inspection of the several posts on the 
line and reported to Goy. Kirkwood under date of Dec. 15; 
1862. Asno final report was made by him on the works at 
Iowa Lake, owing undoubtedly to the mustering out of this 
company soon after the works were completed, only that part 


of the report concerning the Iowa Lake post is here given. 
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REPORT OF LIEUT.-OOL. SAWYEBS. 
ic: Sroux Crry, Iowa, Dec. 15, 1862. 
To His Excellency, Samuel J. Kirkwood: 

Siz:—In compliance with an order from Col. 8, R. Ingham, by order 
from the Governor, dated at Fort Dodge, Nov. 12, 1862, I have the honor 
to report that I have visited the different detachments comprising the 
northwestern frontier forces, and find the progress of the work up to Dec. 
1, 1862, as follows: 

Captain Williams’ company, B, stationed at Iowa Lake, have built and 
completed five buildings for quarters and have the timber in readiness for 
two more, which when completed will enclose the west side of the enclos- 
ure 160 feet. On the east side of the square they have built and completed 
excellent stabling, 140 feet long, with two tiers of stalls and a passage way 
between the tiers, enclosed with strong sod walls with port holes and by 
log bastions on the south end, with port holes, calculated to cover the en- 
trance to the stable and make the east wall. The stable is substantially 
built, and covered with poles, grass and sod. The north side is enclosed 
with a wall of sod eight feet high and five feet thick at the base, with port. 
holes. Bastion on northwest corner complete. They have done the work 
in a neat and substantial manner. Aside from the work done in construct- 
ing quarters and stabling this company have been engaged in digging a 
well, cutting and hauling hay, &e. 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


James A. SAWYERS, 
Lieut.-Col. Comd’g N. W. F. Forces. 


It will be noticed that Col. Sawyers, in making the fore- 
going report to Gov. Kirkwood, signed his name as commander: 
of the Northwestern Frontier Forces. When the commissions 
for the officers of the companies were received soon after, no one 
seemed to be prepared to interpret the meaning of the letters 
“N. B. B.” following the name of the company in each 
commission. In order to find out I wrote to Gen. Baker 
asking him to explain. He playfully answered by return 
mail, ‘‘N, B. Baker or Northern Border Brigade, just as you 
choose.”” The reading of these mysterious letters was now 
well understood, and the new name was passed along the line 
without delay. It appears that the name of the big-souled 
general might have had something to do with the finding of 
a name for the northwestern forces. However, it is quite 
likely to have been only a mere coincidence. From now on 


§ 
: 
+ 
é 


*SULBITITAA WIBITITM “9dB/ ‘opestig u10T{ION BMOT ‘Gq AUBdUIOL Aq ‘¢g-ZORT UL Oe] BMOT 4B poqjoos0 ‘sorqeys pue syoRareq ‘sosnoy-yxIoTq ‘epeyvo0yg 


‘SHUOM DAISNTMIG FHL FO HOLANS 


Soa 
* 


IOWA NORTHERN BORDER BRIGADE. 501 


the troops were known as the Northern Border Brigade, as 
shown by the company and brigade rosters to be found on 
subsequent pages. The many changes that took place in Co. 
A, as shown by its roster, were owing to the hurried manner 
in which its members left their homes to meet the great 
emergency, with the expectation that only a few weeks’ ser- 
vice would be required to quiet the excitement, and more 
especially to the condition of their horses, which did not 
strictly meet the requirements of the service later on. It 
will be noticed the names of Howard Graves and John D. 
Goff do not appear on the roster of Co. A as it was made up 
and put in print before their enlistment. Mr. Graves served 
the company very efficiently as orderly sergeant from the 
time he joined the company in March, 1863, until it was 
mustered out on the 26th day of the following September. 

As before stated Company B was mustered out of service 
when the works at Iowa Lake were finished, and thereafter 
the post was occupied by a small detachment from Co. A. 
The works at some of the smaller posts down the line had 
been completed so that Co. D, Capt. James M. Butler, had 
already been mustered out of service and their places filled 
by detachments from Companies C and H, so that all the 
posts were still occupied by State troops. The winter of 
1863 quickly passed without cause for alarm from the Indi- 
ans until in March, when a message from Fort Ridgely passed 
over the line bidding the troops to be on the lookout as the 
Sioux were on the move and had already massacred a party 
of seven Norwegians at the headwaters of the Watonwan. 
This brought out active operations all along the line and 
stirred up quite an excitement which lasted only a short time. 
It was an easy matter for the people now in their excited 
condition, to transform almost any object seen on the prairie 
into a lurking, stealthy savage, which gave rise to some dis- 
quieting reports. These reports were investigated and ex- 
plained away whenever coming from any apparently reliable 
source, 
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One incident of this kind occurred in April, when several 
persons came hurrying to the quarters just at evening to see 
me and reported Indians near by. One of the party, who 
had barely escaped with others from being captured, as he 
seemed to think, told me that he, with Mr. and Mrs. Palmer 
(and I think one other), when on their way up the river to 
visit their claims in Minnesota, met five Indians at Twelve 
Mile creek, who had followed and tried to capture them be- 
fore they could get back to town. He was soagitated at the 
time that it was difficult to get any definite information from 
him, but I learned that they had been traveling with a pair 
of cattle and when getting to the south bluff of the creek, 
some twelve miles up the river, they had seen the Indians 
across the deep cut valley on the opposite bluff about eighty 
rods away. While questioning him closely as to their ap- 
pearance and what they did, he with the other persons pre- 
sent seemed almost indignant that we did not at once send 
out all the force in pursuit. He finally made out to tell me 
that the Indians were lying on the necks of their horses, 
which they held facing towards them, so as not to be seen, 
and that they plainly saw their white blankets as they drew 
them up from near their saddles just as they turned and 
started off. It took but one glance to see all this, on their 
part, and in alarm their poor cattle were wheeled about and 
urged to do their best in covering the distance to town. At 
the same time a little band of elk might have been seen trot- 
ting away in a northeasterly course. The white blanket part 
of the story told plainly the facts in the case, for whoever is 
acquainted with wild elk will remember well their appearance 
when the long yellowish-white hair in helmet form on the 
rump is raised up as a signal of alarm. This report caused 
quite an excitement for a short time until the people were 
partly convinced that these parties might have been mistaken 
and that elk instead of Indians were at the bottom of the 
scare. Early the next morning Chas. W. Jarvis, who was. 
well acquainted with the river country, was sent out with oth- 
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ers to make an-examination. When they returned and re- 
ported that they had found fresh elk tracks at the place where 
the Indians had been seen, the usual quiet of the people in 
town was fully restored, and nothing more of this kind was. 
brought to the attention of the company. 

Soon after this occurrence arrangements were made with 
Mr. Charles Jarvis and family, who were living at Emmet 
some five miles up the river, to house two or three men of 
the company, with frequent changes, for scouting purposes 
on the river above. In this way their daily trips could be 
extended much further up the river than when starting out 
from town. This service proved to be very useful in quiet- 
ing any excitement in the settlements on the river below 
and was kept up the greater part of the time until the com- 
pany was mustered out. 

The work at Estherville had been delayed for,some time 
in consequence of a new channel some four feet wide being 
washed out around the dam in the river under the frozen 
ground. We were obliged to extend the dam across this 
new channel before the mill could be used in sawing the 
lumber needed in finishing up the works. Owing to this 
the works were not completed until June 8, when a final re- 
port was made. The final reports of all the other works on 
the line had already been made by Lt. Col. Sawyers, so that 
the brigade was liable to be disbanded and mustered out at 
any time. This did not occur, however, until Sept. 26, 1863, 
by General Order No. 121, as shown in connection with the 
final reports, as follows: 


HeapQuaRTEeERS NORTHERN BoRDER BRIGADE, 
Sprzit Lake, Iowa, April 7th, 1863. 


To His Excellency, Samuel J. Kirkwood, Governor of Iowa: 

Dear Sir:—Herewith I submit my final report of the work on block 
houses and stockade, at Peterson, Clay county, Iowa, together with plan 
and specifications of same. The erection of said buildings and stockade 
was assigned to Co. C, commanded by Captain H. N. Crapper, and has 
been completed in a substantial and workmanlike manner. The block 
houses and officers’ quarters are built of oak and ash timber, ten inches 
square. The buildings are roofed with soft maple boards jointed together, 
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and grooved on the sides to convey off the water. The stockade on the 

west side is built of oak timber six inches thick, sawed. On the east and 
south, the stockade is built of hewed timbers six inches thick. The well 
is 261¢ feet deep; the lower half curbed with ash, the upper half with oak 
plank. The gate is framed together, and planked on both sides. 


Your obedient servant, 
James A. SawyERs, : 


Lieutenant-Colonel N. B. Brigade. 


HEADQUARTERS NORTHERN BORDER BRIGADE, 
Sprerr Lake, Iowa, April 7, 1863. 


To His Excellency, Samuel J. Kirkwood, Governor of Iowa: 

Derar Srz:—With this, my final report on the progress and condition 
of work assigned to. Company E, commanded by Capt. J. M. White, you 
will find plans of work at Correctionville and Cherokee, Iowa, together 
with specifications of the same. The work at the former place was com- 
menced and completed under the supervision of Capt. J. M. White. The 
work at Cherokee was commenced by Capt. J. M. Butler, Company D, 
since the disbanding of which company, Lieut. Rustin, of Company E, 
has had charge of the work, and the same is now complete in accordance 
with plans submitted. The block house at Cherokee is made of timber 
one foot square, and is covered with walnut shingles. The stockade is 
made out of logs faced on one side; there are two rows; the faces of the 
rows are all brought together so asto break joints. The well is seventeen 
feet deep, walled with boulders. The gate is framed and planked on both 
sides. 

The buildings at Correctionville are made of timbers one foot square, 
and are covered with earth. The stockade is made of logs split in two, 
with the faced side in. The space where those logs joinis filled with tim- 
bers pinned in on the outside to break joints. The gate is made of hewed 
timber five inches thick. The well is sixty feet deep, curbed with hack- 
berry. Your obedient servant, 

James A. Sawyers, 
Lieutenant-Colonel N. B. Brigade. 


HeEapQuakRTERS NORTHERN BRIGADE, 
Spreir Laxe, June 8th, 1863. 
His Excellency, Samuel J. Kirkwood, Governor of Iowa: 

Drax Srz:—I am pleased to report that the works at Estherville, Iowa, 
are completed in strict accordance with the accompanying plan, of which 
the following is a description,and are situated upon a high gravelly bench 
on the east side of the Des Moines river,and about one hundred rods from 
it, in the village of Estherville, on Lots Nos. one, two and three, (1, 2 and 
3,) Block No. fifty-nine, (59,) conveyed by Robert E. Ridley and wife to the 
State of Iowa. The ground inclosed is about one hundred and thirty-two 
feet square, upon the north side of which is located the barracks, being a 
building fifty-two feet in length, eighteen feet in width, made of timbers 
eight inches thick, and laid up in the usual manner upon foundation posts 
of durable wood. It is partitioned off in three rooms, above and below, 
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with lined floors throughout; each lower room has an entrance from the 
inclosure, and one window; the upper part is lighted by windows in each 
end. The roof is made of shingle, and the body of the building is covered 
with black walnut siding, and has a sufficient number of port-holes from 
the lower rooms. It projects six feet beyond eastern line of inclosure, 
‘serving as a bastion for the eastern side; it also projects six feet over 
northern line. Upon each partition rests a large, substantial brick chim- 
ney. The offiee and commissary room (a building fourteen by thirty-two 
feet) projects six feet over western line, serving the purpose of a bastion, 
is made of square timbers eight inches thick closely fitted together, and 
in other respects finished the same as the barracks. The intermediate 
space between these two buildings is filled up with a stockade of plank 
eleven feet long, four inches thick, firmly set three feet in the ground, with 
‘@ cap-piece spiked on top, and has a sufficient number of port-holes. The 
barn forms the south side, being a frame building with twelve feet posts, 
is twenty-six feet wide, one hundred and twenty (120) feet long, and rests 
upon foundation posts. The sides are covered with inch boards, with 
cracks battened, the ends are covered with four inch plank, forming a 
portion of east and west sides of work. The roof is made of shingle. There 
is in each end an outside door ten feet in width, also one in center of side 
‘from the inclosure eight feet wide; also a passage through the south side. 
Each side is partitioned off in double stalls eight feet wide, leaving a space 
in center through the barn ten feet wide. For the protection of the rear 
‘side of the barn, and six feet from it, is a sod wall, five feet at its base and 
two feet wide on top, seven and one-half feet high, with holes through the 
‘same, at the western end of which is a sod bastion covering the side of the 
works; the space between the walland the barn at the ends is filled by stock- 
ade. The west side of inclosure is stockaded the same as stockade on north 
side. On the east side, four feet from the barn, is located the guard-house, 
It is fourteen feet wide, sixteen feet long, forming a portion of east side, 
and is put up the same as the other buildings. In the center of this side 
is the passage to the works, filled by two gates six feet in width and the 
same in height, and same material as the stockade. The balance of this 
side is stockade same as north side. The sinks are in the northwest cor- 
ner of the barn, with passages from the yard, using a double stall for the 
same. The well is near the center of the yard, and is walled up with bould- 
ers, and furnishes an abundance of excellent water. The flag-staff is sit~ 
uated near the center of the north line of the works. 

You will see from this report, together with the plan of work, that the 
works at Estherville are more extensive than at any other point on the 
line, and have been completed under many difficulties. It reflects much 
credit upon the taste, ability and untiring energy of the commandant of 
this post. The fortifications along our northwestern frontier are now com- 
‘plete. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 


Your obedient servant, 
Jamers A. SAWYERS, 


Lieutenant-Colonel N. B. Brigade. 


506 ANNALS OF IOWA. 


THE BRIGADE DISBANDED. 


Srare oF Towa, ADJUTANT GENERAL’S OFFICE, t 
Davenvort, September 26, 1868. 
GENERAL Ornpess No. 121. 


I. The Northern Border Brigade, as now organized, is hereby dis- 
banded. 

II. All officers of the Northern Border Brigade are hereby directed to 
turn over all arms, equipments, ammunition, and all other public property 
to Lieut. Lewis H. Smith, 2d Quartermaster of said brigade, and who is 
hereby continued in said office, for the company ordered to be organized 
by this department, under order of this date, in place of said companies 
of the Northern Border Brigade, hereby disbanded. 

III. Wm.S. Pritchard, of Des Moines, will at once proceed to the post 
where any of the-said companies of the Northern Border Brigade are lo- 
cated, and muster out said companies of said brigade, as herein directed, 
and will muster in the company to be raised in accordance with these or- 
ders; the company to be mustered for service until relieved by U.S. 
unless sooner discharged by order of the Governor. 

IV. Said Pritchard will also inspect all horses, equipments, and arms, 
and will accept only those fitted for the proposed duty. 

By order of the Governor. 

N. B. Baker, Adjt. Gen. of Iowa. 

Under this General Order No. 121, and with other in- 
structions, W. S. Pritchard and myself passed along the line 
of posts occupied by detachments of the brigade for the pur- 
pose of mustering them out of service, and at the same time 
mustering in all persons who might consent to remain and 
join the new company. Lieut. Lewis L. Estes, with nearly 
all the men in Co. C, continued in the service, with head- 
quarters at Spirit Lake. Capt. Jerome M. White, with nearly 
all of his men in Co. E, also remained and became a part of 
the new company, he serving as second lieutenant, with head- 
quarters at Cherokee. It was well understood at the time 
that the service would probably be of short duration and only 
to such time as Gen. Sully might be able to relieve the posts 
with U. S. troops. The following correspondence will show 
how active the department was in trying to bring this about. 
On November 21, 1863, General Orders No. 127 was issued, 
disbanding the company on January 1, 1864, unless sooner 
relieved by U.S. troops. This order will be found in connec- 
tion with the correspondence that now follows: 


CHARLES B. RUSTIN, 


First Lieutenant of Company E. Enlisted from Sioux City, 
Woodbury county, September 27, 1862. 


yl ye ~ Se PO ata 
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BRIG, GEN. SULLY TO THE ADJUTANT GENERAL. 


Heapquakrers Disrriot or DaKorta, 
Sroux Crry, Iowa, Oct. 22, 1863. 


Col. N. B. Baker, Adjutant General, Iowa: 

S1z:—By a late order from the Department of the Northwest, the six- 
teen counties in the northwest corner of Iowa are placed in my district. I 
have just returned from the Upper Missouri, and know very little about 
the points now occupied by State troops in this section, nor for how long 
a time they have been called into service. Will you be kind enough, there- 
fore, to give me all the information you can in the matter. 

I have many places in Dacotah to garrison this winter, but will still 
have left at this place some three or four companies of cavalry. I expect 
them here in about a week. At least twoor three companies can be placed 
on duty at points already occupied by State troops, if necessary. But I 
think it would be better, if possible, to keep the State troops at these points 
this winter, as they are better acquainted with the country and are already 


located. 
I will send one of my aids up there to-morrow to visit these posts, and 


will myself visit the line as soonas I can settle up unfinished business here. 
With much respect, your obedient servant, 
Aur. Suuuy, Brigadier General. 


THE ADJUTANT GENERAL TO GENERAL SULLY. 


Sratez or Iowa, ADJUTANT GHNERAL’S OFFICE, 
Davenport, October 29, 1863. y 


GeneRat:—I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of yours of the 
22d inst., and reply that we now have in service only one company for the 
northern border. 

With the exception of thiscompany, the Northern Border Brigade, for 
the protection of the northern border, has been disbanded. 

The headquarters of that company is at Estherville, and it is scattered 
in squads over a line of nearly 160 miles. 

In my opinion one company of your cavalry would be amply sufiicient 
to supply the place of the State company. It certainly would not require 
over two of your companies. 

The State seriously objects to keeping State troops longer at these 
posts, and for good reasons. If they are not immediately relieved, every 
day’s delay will increase the labor and difficulty of relieving theState com- 
pany, as the inclement season soon sets in. 

We have maintained at State expense five companies on the northern 
frontier, and can neither obtain credit for the men nor allowance for cash 
expended, while other states that have raised men for local or temporary 
purposes have received credit for the men, simply because they were mus+ 
tered into the United States service. As far as the general government was 
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concerned, they received as much benefit in one case as in the other, and 
have had no trouble or expense (to this time, so far as this State is con- 
cerned) in the matter. We have an idea that this sort bf injustice should 
cease, and earnestly urge on you that the State company at Estherville may 
at onee be relieved by the cavalry under-your command. 

Upon notice received from you that you have given the requisite orders 
the governor will issue the proper orders to disband the State company at 
Estherville. 

This is urged for another reason: We are called on for more troops, 
and if we can not get credit for the Northern Border Brigade, we would 
like to give them a chance to enlist where we can obtain credit. 

With great respect, truly yours, 
N. B. Bares, A. G. of Iowa. 

Brig. Gen. Sully, Commanding, &e., Sioux City, Iowa. 


Srate or Iowa, ADsJuTANT GENERAL’S OFFIOE, t 
DavENpPorT, November 21, 1863. 


GrnERAL:—Major General Pope advises the governor, that he has no 
authority to order the muster in of our State troops, on the northwestern 
frontier, for the special duty of protecting our frontier. He doubts very 
much whether the War Department would accept such troops for that spe- 
cial service, and writes that “General Sully has sufficient force to replace 
your State troops whenever a military force is needed on your frontier, and 
he has orders to do so. The services of your State troops on the frontier, 
are, therefore, in my judgment, unnecessary.” 

Under these circumstances, I have ordered the mustering out of our 
company lst of January, 1864, or sooner, if relieved by United States 
troops, and on being advised by you of the fact that you will relieve said 
troops. The mustering out officer is Capt. Wm. H. Ingham, of Estherville, 
Towa. Please advise him and this office of the earliest practicable day 
when you can relieve the State troops. The muster out will be made cer- 
tainly, and at all events on the 1st of January, 1864, andI respectfully urge 
immediate action on the part of the United States, and report to me and 
Capt.Ingham. The company is detailed along a line of 160 miles, and 
some time will necessarily be required in arranging details and reliefs. I 
deem it very important for the frontier, the protection of our citizens and 
the safe keeping of the block houses now erected, &c., that the United 
States station sufficient details at once at the several posts where the State 
troops are now located. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, truly yours, 
N. B. Baxur, Adjutant General of Iowa. 
General Alf. Sully, Brigadier General Commanding, Sioux City, Iowa. 


P. 8.—Please have the block houses and stables receipted for to the 
State by proper officer. 


Your quartermaster can take forage and commissary stores, upon pro- 
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per appraisal and on furnishing proper vouchers for payment of same by 
the United States. I so write to Lieut. Lewis H. Smith, Estherville, Emmet 
county, Iowa, even date herewith, and instruct him and Capt. Ingham to 
proceed at once, if possible, to Sioux City, to confer with you in person 
about the time of relief, &e. Perhaps, however, this may not be conven- 
ient for them and, therefore, I respectfully ask your immediately writing 
to them and me, and not positively relying on their going to Sioux City. 


DISBANDMENT OF OAPT. INGHAM’S COMPANY. 


Stare oF Iowa, ApsuTant GENERAL'S OFFIOE, 
DavEenrort, November 21, 1863. 


GENERAL ORDERS No. 127. 

I. Captain Wm. H. Ingham’s company, organized for the service of the 
State of Iowa on the northwestern frontier, under General Orders No. 121, 
will be discharged on the Ist day of January, 1864, or at an earlier date 
upon being relieved by U.S. troops. 

II. CaptainWm.H. Ingham will proceed on the Ist day of January, 1864, 
or at an earlier date, upon being advised of relief by U.S. troops, to the 
posts where any details of said company are located and there muster 
out said detachment. 

III. Captain Wm, H. Ingham is hereby ordered to turn over to Lieu- 
tenant Lewis H. Smith, Quartermaster of Northern Border Brigade, all 
arms, equipments, ammunition, commissary stores, forage and all other 
public property, taking his proper receipt therefor, and reporting with 
same, in person, to the Department, to be mustered out. 

IV. Lieutenant Lewis H. Smith will hold all property subject to 
orders of this Department. 

By order of Commander-in-Chief. N. B. BaxEr, 

Adjt. Gen. and A. Q. M. Gen. of Iowa. 


STATE TROOPS TO BE RELIEVED. 


LETTER FROM BRIGADIER GENERAL SULLY, 
HEADQUARTERS DISTRIOT OF ped 
Sioux Crry, Iowa, Nov. 26, 1863. 
Gen. N. B. Baker, Adjutant General of Iowa: 

S1z:—I received a communication from department headquarters, dated 
Nov. 18, a copy of letter to the Governor, in regard to posts on northwest 
frontier of Iowa and State troops. The Governor ina letterto me requests 
I relieve them. As the matter now stands I will be obliged to do 50, with- 
out I hear from you to the contrary in a few days. I dislike to relieve 
them with present stormy weather. Wili you please give the - necessary 
orders to your State troops to hold themselves in readiness to be relieved 
by troops of the Iowa 6th Cavalry. 


With respect, I am your obedient servant, 
Aur. Suuty, Brig. Gen. 
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THE ADJUTANT-GENEBRAL TO GENERAL SULLY. 


Sears or Iowa, ApsuTANT GENEBAL’S OFFICE, t 
Davenport, December 3d, 1863. 


General Alf. Sully, Sioux City, Iowa: 

Srr:—Yours of the 26th ult. has been received, notifying me that you 
will immediately relieve our State troops. Orders were issued to State 
troops some days since to hold themselves in readiness to be mustered out 
as soon as relieved, and I shall write them that you will immediately do 
so with U.S. troops. I respectfully urge and shall confidently rely upon 


the immediate relief. 
Your obedient servant, 


N. B. Baxer, Adjutant-General of Iowa. 


GENERAL SULLY’S REPLY TO THE ADJUTANT-GENERAL. 


Heapquakters Distrror Daxora, 
Sroux Criry, Iowa, Dec. 22, 1863. 


To Gen. N. B. Baker, Adjutant General of Iowa: 

Srr:—I have this day started part of the command to relieve your State 
troops on the northwest frontier. To-morrow I start more, and the third 
day the remainder. So your State troops can be discharged when you are 
ready. With much regard, your obedient servant, 

Aur. Sunty, 
Brigadier-General Commanding District. 

While the order for disbanding the company had been 
issued on September 21, 1863, it appears from the corres- 
pondence heretofore given that Gen. Sully was unable to 
furnish the men needed to occupy the posts down the line 
until the latter part of December. After this had been done 
and the detachments had been mustered out and the posts 
receipted for to Lt, Lewis H. Smith, I received a letter from 
Gen, Sully at Sioux City, stating that a squad of cavalry 
from his command would report at Estherville on the morn- 
ing of Dec. 30 to relieve the state troops and take possession 
of the post. The members of the company were soon called 
together and notified to be fully prepared for the coming 
event, At about ten o’clock the next morning the troops 
made their appearance and lined up outside of the gates. 
Quite soon after the state troops with all their effects passed 
out and left the works to be taken in charge by U.S. troops. 


And so ended the services of the last members of the North- 
ern Border Brigade. 
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It may be well to recall here the service rendered at an 
important time, by the company enlisted at Algona on Au- 
gust 27, 1862, and also by the one organized at Estherville 
at about the same time by Howard Graves. These two com- 
panies, without ever an alignment or roll call during their 
brief paper existence of only a few days, did much to quiet 
the excitement over the massacre in Minnesota and in hold- 
ing the settlements until the company enlisted by authority 
of Governor Kirkwood was fully organized and took the field. 

As to the services of the Northern Border Brigade the 
results show that it served an excellent purpose in presery- 
ing the settlements of the northwestern border and thereby 
prevented much suffering and an immense loss of property 
to the citizens of the State. From the reports heretofore 
given, it will be seen that the brigade promptly met and 
carried out all of the objects set forth in Governor Kirk- 
wood’s General Orders No. 1. By a wise distribution of its 
forces at frequent stations on the frontier, and under the 
able management of Col. Sawyers, the brigade undoubtedly 
did much in preventing the Indians from invading the State. 
The companies comprising the brigade constructed works at 
the different posts well suited for the purposes for which 
they were made, as shown by Col. Sawyers’ final reports. 
These works together with the presence of the troops gave 
a genuine feeling of security not only to the settlers nearby 
but to all others that were in any way concerned, so that 
many who had left their homes during the excitement soon 
afterward returned. 

The brigade was made up of strong, earnest, loyal men, 
well fitted by pioneer experiences to meet any emergency 
that might occur, and its survivors may well take pride in 
having been members and of helping to render the last ser- 
vice ever required by the State for the protection of its 
northern border from Indian invasion. The frontier about 
which so much was said forty years ago has long since dis- 
appeared from the State, and the word, so often heard then, 


erteshe rerereins of the ivoiag aatab man 
memories of the brigade have been recalled, and 
of the members of Co. A, whom I hold in grateful remem- _ 
brance for kindly assistance and faithful work, with the b a 
wishes for each and all. 

The rosters of the field and staff, and of the several — 


companies, will be found in the following pages. 
Ataona, Iowa, June 23, 1902. 4 
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EDWARD M'KNIGHT, 


Enlisted from Dakota City, 


Humboldt county, September 7, 1862. 


First Lieutenant of Company A. 
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First Lieutenant of Company ©. Enlisted from Webster City, 
Hamilton county, September 26, 1862. 
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Captain of Company E. Enlisted from Sivux City, 
Woodbury county, September 27, 1862 


523 


1<- 
A 
< 
o 
- 
[==] 
(Q 
(=) 
is 
fa) 
(a= 
(e) 
Q 
Z 
i=] 
me 
jas] 
H 
a=] 
° 
Z 
< 
a 
eS 


“new TG ‘oly pus YURI [eyo], !ye soyBVAtIg ‘[ 1oUOsB AA ‘0 AOTppeg ‘T JOTIIEy ‘T URIOISNAT "fF STRIOdIOH ‘F syuvEsI0g ‘g sIODIO pouotsstmM0D 


Z9BT ‘2 990 
Z98T ‘L 9°20 
Z98T ‘LPO 
Z98T ‘LPO 
Z98T ‘LPO 
Z98T ‘L420 
Z98T ‘2 ‘PO 
Z98T ‘L920 
Z98T ‘LPO 
Z981 ‘L°PO 
Z98T ‘2°20 
Z98T L920 
Z98T ‘L990 
Z98T ‘2°90 
Z98T ‘LO 
Z98T ‘L°PO 
Z98T ‘L°PO 
Z98T ‘2°20 
Z98T ‘L°PO 
S98T ‘LPO 
Z98T ‘LPO 
Z98T ‘L190 


“S981 
“S981 
**98L 
“*698T 
“S981 
“*698L 
"981 
**698T 
**898T 
“6987 
**@98T 
*"698T 
“S981 
“S981 
“*698T 
“* 6981 
“6981 
**698T 
“6981 
“6987 
**S98T 
** 6981 


1G ‘ydag weer “ -eVBALIT 
"1% “‘adag esti OBA Tre 
“13 “ydag delsle-s'o SH OABA TET 
aA “ydaq seee °° OoBALIG 
UZ *qdag opisieve' s/o gna A tr eT 
"1G “ydag sees *° 9 OUBALLT 
1G *ydogq sees "89 OUBALIT 
4 ‘dag taee 7? OBA 
“LS *ydoq AEDES AG 0 
"1G *ydog teecees OnBATIG 
"1 ‘ydag seer "ss ORAlIg 
1% *4dag Maes isl OAR AT SET 
4 ‘ydag see ‘OBA 
1S ‘ydog see ***OqBAlIT 
1G “+ydog TESTU TUN Her 
4 ‘ydog resis ONBATIS 
a4 *ydog see ‘oe OIBAlI 
‘Le ‘ydog Bs. tie iss O04 Tr aT 
1G *ydag Phileas si SUB ATI 
a 4 ‘ydog Pisses" OBATIT 


‘1g ‘gdog|*++* +++ oqvatg 
‘1g ‘ydog|***+ +++ oyeatg 


se ees ss AUBULION) oe 
patie S= OTT () 


. 


easier ele *C) CT (9) seeeeesLIngpooM ‘kinqpooM 


vee gloUITT 
*** YIOK MON 
theese OrdG 
++) upSrqory 
*** HIOX MON 
+e ees pUBIpUy 
++ aBsiyOrN 
‘siueatssuueg 
“siava[Asuueg 
+++ ses guurpuy 
sees ++ puRIpUy 
sees) BpuuRg 
ve eees pUBforT 
se eees puBpory 
te eees puppoay 
tees puppoay 
tees upeuRg 
+ esse puRIpuy 


sss s£inqgpoo A, ‘4419 xno1g 
*s+£inqpoom ‘pueyyyiug 
‘reese BuOUOW ‘aoqeTdeyy 
sses€Inqpoo, ‘APIO xn0IG 
*finqpoo, ‘Lanqpoo 
> £ainqpoo,, ‘441M xno01g 
*€inqpoo, ‘£419 xno1g 
sess sss BUOUO ‘BA BUGC) 
*£anqpoo, ‘441M xno1g 
**£inqpoo, {419 xno1g 
*fanqpoo, ‘441M xno1g 
“£inqpoo ‘LanqpooA, 
‘sess Buouoy ‘uojoldeyy 
“£mqpoo, ‘£419 xno1g 
“£inqpoo, ‘£41 xno1g 
*s*finqpoom ‘£419 xno1g 
ssss*Kinqpoo, ‘441M xn01g 
>++finqpoo, ‘A419 xnO0IG 
sseefinqpoo,a ‘A419 xno1d 
weer we wee buco Coho con rig ‘BA Bud) 


see 


eee eeeee **UB800 a *euouoyy ‘yooqeuue y 


88 
IZ 
12 
gl 
0% 
61 
ae 
8% 
ae 
¥F 
sI 
GZ 
ae 
ce 
Lz 
8% 
81 
sI 
0g 
v8 
6L 
ae 


“seRlqyyeW ‘“YI0X 
‘TT plaeg ‘aadu11oqUurAy, 
‘'*e1Opoeqy, ‘Tele AK 
eeene “SUL ‘uINnqyse A 
mee Shae AK’ “uM ‘Iopiug 
tree 8h “UI AA ‘kouyurg 
“" "MM UBUABN ‘urvUgng 
thes stoueig ‘A1190g 
“WW ugor ‘Aouqurg 
sees cory ‘€pangopy 
“Tq stouvag “Apangoy 


oq UrBITITA ‘AosT 
ewer Pree AK souve ‘sory 
“1° StMery “arqyeqorT 
eeeee *MOIPUy ‘koyey 
“see+-*> Tormeq ‘Alay 
**+*e snijeurog ‘ATI y 
‘*+--snijeus0g ‘ATO y 
sseeeessHOTII() ‘STAIBP 
“sss -qrlaqoy ‘uOSseuIVe 
“CQ ‘yey ‘teployosnoy 
‘7, seuoyy, ‘suiydoy 


INDIAN AFFAIRS IN IOWA TERRITORY. 


ExEcuTive OFFIcE, Iowa Trerry., 2d August, 1841. 

Sir:—Your letters of 13th and 14th ults. came to hand 
on the 31st, that of the 16th by the preceding mail. Jam 
pleased to find that my views on the subject of our Indian 
affairs in the Superintendency coincide with yours and the 
more so, because yours are the result of much observation 
and experience. 

It will give me pleasure, if as you anticipate, my labors 
here should in any degree tend to lighten yours, or aid you 
in the performance of them. Your remarks on the subject 
of the influence of the traders over the Indians, are fully sus- 
tained by my own observations and increasing experience, 
and I am well convinced that whenever the time arrives for 
holding a treaty with the Sacs and Foxes we shall have great 
difficulty if we are not to a great extent defeated in the at- 
tainment of our principal object, by their management; and 
if it so turns out, and I have anything to do with the matter, 
I shall most certainly adopt summary measures to remove 
their influence from the Indian Territory pending the treaty. 
I believe, however, they will be cautious how they subject 
themselves to suspicion, as I have in several friendly conver- 
sations with them, assured them that whenever I became con- 
vinced that the influence of traders in any part of the Indian 
country under my superintendence is counteracting or im- 
peding the views of the government, I will convince them 
that the government is too strong for them—assuring them 
at the same time that I entertain no unkind feelings towards 
any of them and would very reluctantly do anything that 
could affect their interests injuriously. They profess the 
utmost willingness to act in concert with the views of the 
government, and will do so, just so far as those views do not 
conflict with their interests. Before this reaches you, you 
will have learned from my letter of the 27th ultimo, that a 
compromise between the two parties of Sacs and Foxes as to 
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the manner of receiving their annuities has been effected, 
and I have now no uneasiness on that subject, except from 
the fear of a delay in the payment, which will be incompat- 
ible with the repeated assurance given them ever since the 
suspension of the last year’s payment, that the money would 
be paid whenever they would agree upon the manner of re- 
ceiving it. You are perfectly aware of the promptitude with 
which they impute falsehood to those who fail to comply with 
any promise made them, and that it is almost impossible to 
regain their confidence if once lost. 

I have written to Capt. Bruce and Gov. Doty on the sub- 
ject of your letter of the 13th ult., and have given to the for- 
mer an explanation of the object for which the $5,000 that 
he was at a loss about, was remitted. I infer from your let- 
ter that Gov. Doty is at St. Peters, but have not had the 
honor to hear from him since his return to the west. In my 
letter to Mr. Bruce I gave him in substance this view of the 
subject of educating the Indians—That every effort to edu- 
cate Indians who remain in a migratory or hunter state, or 
who are dependent for subsistence upon occasional supplies 
from the government, is money wasted and labor lost. That 
I have not yet in all my inquiries been able to find an in- 
stance of permanent good, either to individuals or tribes, 
from any degree of education conferred upon them while in 
the state described. Among the Sacs and Foxes there is a 
half-breed who has been well educated—speaks our language 
and the French with fluency and ease, and is perfectly famil- 
iar with the language of several of the tribes, yet he is the 
most worthless, lying, drunken dog among them, and they 
sometimes whip him severely forlying. Another half-breed 
among them has received some education, but makes no use 
of it, and is a mere Indian in his habits and feelings. Such 
was the case, too, with a few of the Shawnees when they 
lived on the Miamies of the lake. J remember one in par- 
ticular who was a graduate of one of the eastern colleges, 
who used to say his education had only served to spoil a 
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good hunter, and in truth he was not good for anything. 
The Cherokees and other southern Indians who have given 
some attention to educating their children, did not commence 
to do so until many of them had acquired some ideas of in- 
dividual rights and the value of individual property in lands, 
and had made considerable progress in agriculture. This 
view of the subject leads me to the conclusion that until these 
people are permanently located and such neat and comforta- 
ble residences erected for them as will soon come to be pre- 
ferred to the miserable camps in which they usually reside, 
nothing beneficial can be done for them in the way of edu- 
cation. This effected, hold out inducements to them to cul- 
tivate the soil—offer prizes, such for instance as handsome 
guns with all their equipments, fine clothes, blankets, &., to 
the Indian who shall produce, by male labor, the best crop 
of corn, raise the most hogs or cattle, reducing the scale of 
prizes, but giving something to each male Indian who shall 
labor to make acrop. These prizes might be exhibited at 
the agencies by way of stimulating them to exertion. Hav- 
ing taught them the comforts of a home and the value of the 
products of the soil as a means of subsistence, then, and not 
till then, will education become valuable to them. These 
views were given for Mr. Bruce’s consideration, and I submit 
them to you now with the same object, admitting that my 
inexperience in Indian affairs entitled my opinions to no 
other consideration than the reasons given for them may en- 
title them to. You will observe, however, that they go to 
the root of all attempts at conferring education until the In- 
dians are induced to become to some extent settled and have 
commenced to depend, in part at least, upon their industry 
for support; but for this view of the matter I would have 
mailed Mr. Bruce’s and Goy. Doty’s opinions: before I pre- 
sented mine. On the subject of the Soap Creek mills near 
the Sac and Fox agency, I concur in your opinion that any 
further expenditure for the purpose of putting the saw-mill 
in operation would be useless under existing circumstances, 
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but with regard to the corn-mill, I regret that any delay 
should take place in the execution of the very inconsidera- 
ble amount of labor necessary to secure it against a sudden 
rise of the water, because if the Indians were removed, the 
value of the mill to the white population which will soon oc- 
cupy the country forms a sufficient inducement to secure it 
at so small an expense, and I presume that whenever the In- 
dians are removed measures will be adopted to secure the 
government at least a portion of the money expended at and 
near the agency, by a sale of the lands enclosed and reduced 
to cultivation, buildings, &c., in such manner as will insure 
a fair competition at the sale of them. 
I remain very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
JOHN CHAMBERS. 
T. HartLey CrAwForD, Esq., Commr. of Ind. Affairs, 
Department of War, Washington City. 

P. S.—I enclose you a slip from a dirty paper published 
[here], to show what use is attempted to be made of the 
matter to which it relates. 


NvuLuiFicaTion.—The dog law and the law to prevent 
the discharging of fire arms in the limits of the corporation 
remain unexecuted. In 1840 a law passed the city council 
levying a tax of one dollar on each dog, or making it the 
duty of the marshal to destroy every dog not so paid for. 
One dog was paid for that year and the rest went stock free. 
This year again, we know of but one who has paid a dog 
tax, and hear of but two dogs being destroyed. Whata 
glorious thing it is to have a corporation.— Davenport, Iowa, 
Sun, Aug. 6, 1842. 


IOWA’S:FIRST LAWGIVER. 


Eugene F, Ware, of Topeka, Kansas, sends The Burlington Hawk-Eye: 
some interesting facts concerning the early history of Iowa which are 
printed below. Ina letter to the editor Mr. Ware says that having been 
directed by the governor of Kansas to assist the attorney general in the 
United States supreme court in the suit of Kansas against Colorado for 
the diversion of the water from the Arkansas river, which flows from Col- 
orado into Kansas, it became necessary to dig down into the early laws of 
Kansas, and as it belonged to the Louisiana purchase, he found many in- 
teresting facts. Those of particular interest to the people of this State he 
has used in preparing the article which follows. Mr. Ware was formerly 
with The Burlington Hawk-Eye,and since removing to Topeka has gained 
much note as a lawyer, writer and poet. In the latter capacity he is best 
known as “Ironquill.” Mr. Ware writes to The Hawk-Eye as follows: 


Topeka, Kansas, Feb. 1, 1902. 

Dear Srz:—It may be interesting to know that William 
Henry Harrison was the first American lawgiver of Iowa. 
After the adoption of the constitution of the United States 
and after the creation of the Northwest territory by ordin- 
ance of July 13, 1787, a law was enacted by congress, creat- 
ing the territory of Indiana. The law was approved May 7, 
1800, and all of the territory west of Ohio to the Mississippi 
river was called ‘Indiana territory.” 

The legislative authority of Indiana was confined to a 
governor and three judges, all appointed. 

The act provided for a legislature to be elected when 
there were “five thousand free male inhabitants” of voting 
age. (Nothing said about their being “white.”) 

The power of the governor and three judges to legislate 
was taken from the ordinance of 1787, and is as follows: 

The governor and judges, or a majority of them, shall adopt and pub- 
lish in the district such laws of the original states, criminal and civil, as: 
may be necessary and best suited to the cireumstances of the district, . . . 


which laws shall be in force in the district until the organization of the 
general assembly therein, unless disapproved of by congress. (18. L. 51.) 


Owing to the fact that the voting population of Indiana. 


territory remaining below the required number, its legisla- 


ture for several years from the organization of the territory 
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consisted of the governor, William Henry Harrison, after- 
wards president, and the three judges appointed to hold the: 
courts in the territory. The seat of government was fixed by 
law at the village of Saint Vincennes, called by the English- 
speaking people Saint Vincent, under which name it was 


mentioned in the ordinance of 1787. The place was widely 


known by its English name, but the old French name, Vin- 
cennes, persisted and was finally adopted. 

The first law passed by Indiana territory for its govern- 
ment was passed January 19, 1801. 

It was signed by William Henry Harrison as governor, 
and by William Clark, Henry Vanderburgh and John Griffin 
as judges. It was a law requiring lists of persons and pro- 
perty in the territory, and was adopted from the code of 
Pennsylvania. It was done at the town of “Saint Vincennes.” 
The Indiana lawgivers also passed ‘“‘a law establishing courts 
of judicature” at the same place, Vincennes, January 23, 1801. 
This law was also adopted from the Pennsylvania code. The 
governor and judges also passed laws concerning practice on. 
appeals, which laws were taken from Kentucky and Virginia. 
These laws, though few and simple, were perhaps all that 
were necessary for the then sparsely settled country of Indi- 
ana territory. 

The laws which Indiana territory adopted for its own use 
and guidance came from Pennsylvania, Virginia and Ken- 
tucky. 

After the purchase of Louisiana territory, in 1803, and 
the taking possession of the same, the congress of the United 
States passed a law, March 26, 1804 (2S. L. 283), subdi- 
viding said territory upon the thirty-third degree of north 
latitude, running from the Mississippi river west, being the 
present southern boundary of Arkansas. The southern part 
of the said territory was called the Territory of Orleans, and 
that portion north of the line was called the District of Lou- 
isiana. This act separating the two parts of Louisiana terri- 
tory contained the provision that the governor and judges of 
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‘Indiana territory might legislate for the new district, being 
the upper district (Secs. 12 and 13), and the act also con- 
tained the following: 

Szo. 13. The laws in force in the said district of Louisiana at the com- 
umencement of this act, and not inconsistent with any of the provisions 


thereof, shall continue in force until altered, modified or repealed by the 
governor and judges of the Indiana territory as aforesaid. 


By virtue of the provisions of the act of March 26, 1804, 
it became necessary that the governor and judges of Indiana 
territory should legisiate for the district of Louisiana. 

In order: to prevent confusion, it must be remembered 
that the northern part of the Louisiana purchase, so separated 
as stated, was first called the “District of Louisiana;”’ then 
the same territory was afterwards renamed the “Territory of 
Louisiana,” and afterwards renamed the “Territory of Mis- 
souri;” so the same geographical boundaries in fact pertained 
to the three political divisions. As the said act of congress 
gave to Indiana territory the power to legislate for the dis- 
trict of Louisiana, the governor and judges of Indiana pro- 
ceeded to enact such laws as they deemed necessary. 

Although more than four years elapsed since the organi- 
zation of the territory of Indiana, no legislature had yet been 
elected, and the territory was still governed by Mr. Harrison 
and three judges, and they had passed laws amounting in 
volume to about fifty pages; and when congress, in 1804, 
gave them the right to legislate for the district of Louisiana, 
the governor and judges of Indiana took most of the laws 
which they had adopted during the four years and, making 
only such changes as would necessarily fit them for the new 
territory, readopted them practically verbatim for the dis- 
trict of Louisiana. The laws were not passed separately and 
in detail, but were all passed at once ina body, as of the date 
of October 1, 1804, except one, a supplemental law regard- 
ing marriages, which passed April 24, 1805. 

The formula by which these laws were passed was as fol- 
dows, and we give a sample as representing all: 


IOWA’S FIRST LAWGIVER. Seb ST 


A law establishing the office of sheriff. 

Be it enacted by the Governor and Judges of the Indiana Territory, au- 
thorized and empowered by an Act of Congress to make laws for the Dis- 
‘trict of Louisiana, and it is hereby enacted by authority of the same: 

First. That there shall be appointed and commissioned by the gover- 
nor in each district a sheriff, etc., etc. . . . . . . 


The foregoing is hereby declared to be a law for the District of Louis- 
‘ana to take effect accordingly. 


In Testimony Whereof, We, William Henry Harrison, governor, Thomas 
T. Davis, Henry Vanderburg, and John Griffin, judges in and over the 
Indiana Territory, have hereunto set our hands at Vincennes the first day 
of October, 1804, and of the independence of the United States the twenty- 
ninth. 
(Signed) Wiii1aM Henry Hagpison, 
Tuomas TrerRy Davis, 
HENRY VANDERBURG, 
JoHN GRIFFIN. 

Congress took away this power March 3, 1805. (See 2 
S. L. 331.) 

The laws enacted by William Henry Harrison and the 
judges of Indiana territory were, therefore, the first laws that 
Towa received of a local character from any American source, 
and are the laws of Iowa today unless they have been re- 


pealed. Very respectfully, 
; KH. F. Ware. 


A QUESTION was brought before the county court of 
Dubuque in November or December last on petition of 
citizens of Dubuque, praying the court to allow a vote to be 
taken on the question: “Will the county of Dubuque be- 
come a stockholder in the Dubuque and Keokuk railroad 
company?” After argument it has been decided that the 
court has no power to put such a question, nor has the 
county the power to take stock. We understand that the 
judge has promised a written opinion on this subject.— 


Dubuque Herald, Feb. 5, 1852. 


THE COMING OF BISHOP LORAS. 


The sermon on the occasion of the investiture of Archbishop J. J. 
Keane of Dubuque, with the Pallium, at the Cathedral in that city, April 
18, 1901, was preached by the Most Reverend Joun InELanp, Archbishop of 
St. Paul, Minn. He began his eloquent discourse with the following ac- 
count of the arrival of Mathias Loras, the first Roman Catholic Bishop of 
Dubuque: 


Remember the days of old, think upon every generation; ask thy father, and he: 
will declare to thee; thy elders and they will tell thee.—Deut., 32:7. 


It was the 19th day of April, of the year 1839. There 
was much commotion in the little village of Dubuque; a 
steamboat was breasting the swiftly flowing waters of the 
Mississippi river. A steamboat upon the upper Mississippi 
was always, in those days, an unusual sight, and whenever 
one did appear crowds flocked towards the landing to give it 
welcome and receive from it news of the far-off centers of 
population and civilization. This time, however, the eager- 
ness of the villagers to rush river-ward was such as to denote 
extraordinary curiosity and expectation; it was the first. 
steamboat of the season from Dubuque’s emporium, St. Louis, 
and—this especially heightened public interest in its com- 
ing—the rumor had spread that aboard this steamboat there 
would be the newly consecrated bishop, Mathias Loras. No 
wonder that there was commotion in the village. A bishop for 
Dubuque! This to Catholics meant that hereafter the holy 
church would ceaselessly watch over their spiritual welfare; 
to all, whether Catholics, it was an augury that soon in Du- 
buque extensions would be given to streets and groups of 
houses, and Jowa’s silent prairies would be gladdened by 
the tread of hosts of incoming immigrants, 

And, indeed, as the steamboat was made fast to the shore, 
quickly from its deck stepped Dubuque’s first bishop and two 
companions, priests who had come with him from distant 
France, Joseph Gretin and Anthony Pelamorgues. <A few 
moments later the wood-built chapel at the base of the bluff, 
Dubuque’s solitary monument to Catholicity, was filled to. 
overflowing; the bishop with beating heart and tearful eye 
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blessed the people, blessed the diocese of present and future 
time; the Catholic church was formally and officially installed 
in the northwest. 

At its inception the diocese embraced the vast region sit- 
uated between the Mississippi and Missouri rivers, from the 
state of Missouri on the south to British America on the 
north. In this immense territory there were at the time 
three chapels dedicated to Catholic worship, a proportion- 
ately limited Catholic population, and not one resident priest. 
What spiritual favors had been heretofore vouchsafed to 
Catholics had been coming from the hands of the illustrious 
and devoted Samuel Mazzuchelli, the pastor of the neighbor- 
ing village of Galena, who, while caring for northern Illinois 
and western Wisconsin, was not unwilling to extend into Iowa 
his apostolic labors. 

It is the 17th day of April, of the year 1901. As our 
pioneer fathers sixty-two years ago, so we today witness the 
induction into his charge of a bishop of Dubuque. How 
changed from the scene of 1839 is that of 1901! 

O spirit of our sainted Loras, present with us, no doubt, 
this morning, prophet of hope as thou wast for Dubuque, for 
Towa, for America, never hadst thou dared picture to thyself, as 
possible within six decades of years, the scenes of 1901, and 
all-the wondrous things beyond it, which this scene sym- 
bolizes! 

Where stood the one bishop and his two missionary com- 
panions, there stand today throngs of bishops and of priests; 
among them a very prince* of the church. In place of the 
little wood-built chapel, there arises a stately temple; instead 
of a few pioneers, there are the thousand laymen; and the mod- 
est ceremonial of the first episcopal installation makes room 
for the highest pomp and circumstance that Catholic rite 
allows. Nor, indeed, is it a mere episcopal installation that 
we are witnessing; Bishop Loras’ see has grown into metro- 


*His Eminence James Cardinal Gibbons, Archbishop of Baltimore, 
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politan dignity, and today, over the shoulders of Dubuque’s: 
prelate floats the Roman Pallium. 

And all that our eyes perceive is but a feeble indication 
of the happenings of sixty-two years, of which the churches 
of Iowa, Minnesota and the two Dakotas are today the wit- 
nesses. Inthe portion of Christ’s vineyard blessed by Bishop 
Lorason the 19th day of April, 1839—where before his arrival, 
there were three humble chapels, some hundreds of Catho- 
lics and not one resident priest—there are now eight bishops, 
two of whom are metropolitans, 970 priests, 976 churches, 
and a proportionate number of convents, schools, colleges and 
institutions of charity, with a Catholic population of 678,500. 
Such are the figures given by the Catholic directory for the 
year 1901. Surely, wonders have been wrought in the 
church of northwestern America. Let us therefore offer 
praise and thanks to the Almighty God; let us believe such 
wonders were not wrought without a special Providence, the 
mysterious designs of which it is our duty to discover, so 
that we may in humility and earnestness work the better in 
co-operation with the All-wise and All-bountiful will. 


PROGRESS OF THE Press IN Jowa.—The increase of 
newspapers in this State has been very rapid during the 
last year. First came The Burlington Tri-Weekly and 
Weekly Telegraph—The Muscatine Tri-Weekly Enquirer 
—The Dubuque Daily Tribune—then The Dubuque Tri- 
Weekly Herald, and numbers of papers in the southern 
part of the State. We see now that The Burlington Hawk- 
eye and Miners’ Express propose establishing tri-weeklies. 
So rolls the tide of intelligence —Bellevue Democrat, April 
30, 1851. 


A HALF CENTURY AGO. 


The Fayette County Union, of West Union, Iowa, ix 
culling over the old files of its predecessor, The Pioneer, is. 
finding some information that is very interesting. For in- 
stance, on February 27, 1855, the paper told of Robert 
Powers, of Taylorsville, driving to Dubuque with a load of 
game for market, and stated that the load included 1,000 
prairie chickens, 1,000 quails, 1,000 rabbits, 8 deer, 5 wolves. 
and 2 bears. Those were the days when game was plentiful 
in Iowa, and the sportsmen of to-day who go out for a few 
days shooting and come back with a few dozen birds do. 
not know what real hunting is like. Another interesting 
item in the same paper tells of the early day schools of that. 
county. In 1855 there were 17 school houses in the county, 
but in that day they never heard of such a thing as voting 
$150,000 for additions to High Schools, and other expendi- 
tures of that sort,as is evidenced by the statement that those 
17 school houses cost an aggregate of only $1,898.98. There 
were 669 pupils attending school in the county that year, 
and there were seven men and nineteen women employed to 
teach them, the men receiving $15.25 per month as salary, 
while the women received $7.00. 

On April 15, 1855, The Pioneer announced with a great 
deal of pride that ‘we now have a daily line of stage coaches 
between here and Dubuque, and before the summer is over 
we shall have a daily instead of a tri-weekly mail.’ In an- 
other place it tells of a proposed stage line to run from 
Towa City to St. Paul, and of no less than 25,000 new set- 
tlers having pitched their tents in Minnesota. On January 
23, 1855, the completion of the first bridge across the Mis- 
sissippi was celebrated. It was a small wire suspension 
bridge at St. Anthony’s Falls, where now stands Minneapo- 
lis. Will the next 50 years bring as many changes and 
improvements?—Des Moines Daily Register, March 22, 
1902. 
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EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT. 


A FITTING SOLDIERS’ MONUMENT. 


It is our judgment, and we have contended for the car- 
rying out of the idea, often singly and alone, that the preserva- 
tion and publication of records and other historical datashould 
take precedence of works of mere sentiment. Records and re- 


collections are daily perishing, while works like monuments do | 


not suffer by reasonable delay. Such was the position the 
writer and two or three friends, among whom we may men- 
tion Hon. Messrs. B. F. Gue and J. M. Shaffer, took at the 
time the question of erecting the Iowa Soldiers’ and Sailors’ 
Monument on the site of the old capitol building in Des 
Moines, was pending before the twenty-fourth general as- 
sembly. But some of the persons who were interested in 
the effort to erect the monument, and determined that it 
should succeed, were in the habit of asking hesitating legis- 
lators this very ugly question, “Are you opposed to the 
soldiers?” While few attempted to answer, it still seemed 
to win votes, and one might have supposed that the soldiers 
were everywhere clamoring for its erection. The influences 
in favor of the monument won the day. Whether it was the 
better policy to build the monument at that time, or erect a 
historical and memorial building, we may leave wholly to 
the judgment of the reader. 

Our thoughts have been turned to this subject upon an 
examination of two volumes which have reached the Histor- 
ical Department. We refer to the Revised Registers or 
Rosters of the Soldiers and Sailors who served in the civil 
war from the States of New Hampshire and Vermont. These 
books were prepared and published under State authority. 
They are so much alike that we need not stop to point out 
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any minor points of difference. Each regiment is dealt 
with separately and very fully. There is first given a his- 
tory of the organization, with a list of the battles in which 
it participated, followed by a full roster of the command, 
showing the date of enlistment and muster into service, the 
date and place of discharge, casualties, or death, of every 
officer and man. The same course is pursued in regard to 
service in the navy, or in the smaller organizations, as bat- 
teries, separate companies, the Veteran Reserve Corps, etc. 
Every fact required to be set down in the records of his 
State, showing the military history of the volunteer soldier, 
is here set forth. The histories which preface each regi- 
mental register or roster, while necessarily brief, were evi- 
dently prepared with the utmost care. Many of them embody 
facts which would otherwise soon have passed into oblivion. 
Each is a beautifully printed, large quarto volume, one 
making 863 and the other 1347 pages. 

These splendid volumes seem to us to come near perfection 
as “soldiers’ monuments.” Every soldier gets full credit for 
his service, and the books are certain to have as long a life 
as the State or Nation. Others of the Hastern States have 
either published similar volumes or have them in prepara- 
tion. While this, like all other historical work, has been 
most unaccountably delayed in Iowa, we are confident that 
it will be undertaken and carried out at no distant day. We 
cannot for a moment entertain the idea that any intelligent 
person will long oppose it. Pride in the heroism displayed by 
the soldiers of Iowa on so many bloody fields, will yet man- 
ifest itself in the completion and perpetuation of their 


records. 


FORTY YEARS AGO. 


Capt. W. H. Ingham, of Algona, Iowa, presents in our 
leading article his recollections of the Northern Border 
Brigade, in which he commanded a company, recruited and 
mustered into-the service of the State, for the purpose of 
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protecting the northwestern frontier of Iowa from the incur- 
sions of the Indians. It is difficult to realize that our State, 
only forty years ago, was compelled to raise a military force, 
and place it within formidable stockades, to protect the lives 
of its citizens! All of the events of which he gives the 
reader so clear an account transpired scarcely longer since 
than the life-time of a generation—certainly within the 
recollection of thousands of persons now living. It is a 
marvellous transition from wide untenanted prairies to cul- 
tivated farms and smiling towns and villages, with peace 
and safety throughout our borders. This article is valuable 
not only as being the faithful report of an eye-witness, but 
as embodying all the important official reports concerning 
the Northern Border Brigade. Up to this time information 
relative to this military occupation of northwestern Iowa 
has not been accessible, but the present publication will re- 
sult in placing it in our public libraries. Our illustrations 
include a fine steel portrait of Capt. Ingham, with half-tones 
of several of the officers and cuts of three important 
stockades. 


NATIONAL HATREDS. 


One who has lived over seventy years lately mentioned 
that he had known the existence and the passing away of 
many hatreds which at times filled the minds of the people. 
Away back in the thirties, and long before, most Yankees. 
abhorred the name or sight of an Englishman. At that time 
there were still a dozen or more white-haired Revolutionary 
soldiers within his own county, and soldiers of the war of 1812 
were in some regions almost as plenty as those of the civil 
war around us now. Our hatred of those ‘“Britishers” was 
simply intense. We impugned their courage, having no 
doubt whatever that one American was a match for half a 
dozen of them. We indulged even a bitterer hatred of the 
“‘Tories’’—now euphoniously called “Loyalists of the Amer- 
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ican Revolution”—comparing them to Judas Iscariot and’ 
other unsavory characters. In our common life no meaner 
thing could be said of a man than that he wasa“Tory.” But in 
the later forties we went to war with Mexico, and “all of a 
sudden”’ we stopped abusing John Bull and poured out our- 
objurgations upon “the greasers.”” We captured Santa Anna’s 
wooden leg and made much of it. Perambulating circuses 
presented caricatures of a battle with the Mexicans, in 
which we invariably put “the greasers”’ to flight, to the great 
delight of the applauding audiences. We whipped the Mex-. 
icans in every battle. At last we “hoisted the stars and 
stripes over the halls of the Montezumas,’’ and dictated 
peace on our own terms, getting a lot of territory for the: 
purpose of making more slave states. We indulged in all' 
kinds of left-handed compliments at the expense of the poor 
Mexicans and kept it up for more than a decade. We had 
whipped them in a succession of hard fought battles and re- 
duced them to a pitiable condition—and why shouldn’t we 
brag about it? Things progressed in this way till the out- 
break of the civil war, and—we apparently quit hating the 
Mexicans—but how we did hate the rebels! Nothing we 
could say was half severe enough. This feeling intensified as 
the four years’ war went on to its close. And we continued 
to hate them during a long reign of peace. ‘The bloody 
shirt’’ seemed to wave everywhere—even in Iowa! Men ran 
for office, borne on to their triumphs over a tide of calumny. 
We had candidates on the stump for governors and members 
of congress whose only “claim” for election seemed to rest 
upon the intensity with which they hated the rebels. Mem- 
bers of congress would abuse the rebel brigadiers without 
stint. Of course, the rebel brigadier would hurl back the 
epithets, though the twain might possibly go out arm in arm 
together for liquid refreshments, to laugh over the rencoun- 
ter at leisure. Northern members of congress in recon- 
struction days would vote for the admission of rebel states, 
and then go upon the stump at home to thresh over the old’ 
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straw of the rebellion—and so get back to Washington. 
This would hardly seem to be logical, but it is the simple 
truth. “We must make treason odious”, and so on and so 
forth, But when President McKinley so happily put his 
stamp of disapprobation upon all this sort of thing it ceased. 
His retention of Gen. Fitzhugh Lee at Havana, his prompt 
appointment of rebel brigadiers in the U. S. volunteer ser- 
vice, and his acceptance of volunteers from all over the south, 
made this hatred of Dixie as much out of date as events that 
happened before the flood. When these events were initiated 
“the bloody shirt” was furled never to wave again. ‘Young 
America” has no use for that threadbare garment. Our 
heartiest plaudits were freely bestowed upon Generals Fitz- 
hugh Lee and Joseph Wheeler, and our soldiers were glad to 
be led by them into battle. Peace—genuine peace—had come 
to the whole country so far as its two lately opposing sections 
were concerned. Some day we shall doubtless contemplate 
the Filipinos under far different circumstances from those of 
the present time. It is devoutly to be hoped, and not at all 
improbable, that we may yet come to think of them in a gen- 
eral way as well as we do of Englishmen, Tories, Mexicans, 
or rebels in our own country, for the whirligig of time 
brings to pass many strange things. 


SOME OF OUR FLAGS. 


The Historical Department is in possession of three 
American flags the associations clustering around which 
make them more than ordinarily interesting and valuable. 
In the order in which they were received their history is as 
follows: 

The first is one that was known in the old Fourth Iowa 
Infantry, in the civil war, as “Gen. Williamson’s Flag.” It 
was made by the women of Des Moines, and presented to 
Adjutant J. A. Williamson as he was leaving home to join 
the regiment with which he was so long and so honorably 
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identified. He carried it with him through the war and 
kept it in his home until last year when he sent it with other 
belongings to the Historical Department in the custody of 
which he wished it to remain. 

The next is one of four flags used at the unveiling of the 
Lafayette Monument in Paris, July 4,1900. It was pre- 
sented by Hon. J. S. Crawford, a former representative in 
the State legislature from Cass county, who was present at 
the unveiling of the monument. He presented it to the 
Historical Department some months ago. 

The most noted of the three flags is doubtless that which 
waved over the U. 8. House of Representatives during the 
Memorial Services in honor of President McKinley Feb. 27, 
1902. After the two hours in which it was unfurled, it was. 
hauled down and sent by Speaker David B. Henderson to 
the Historical Department, as a gift to the people of Iowa. 
It is a most beautiful flag, twelve feet long by eight in 
width. It was used to drape the portrait of the late Hon- 
orable Francis Springer upon the occasion of its public 
reception in the Historical Art Gallery, and was also unfurled 
during the late Grand Army Encampment and during the 
sessions of the Sovereign Grand Lodge, Independent Order 
of Odd Fellows of the World. These flags will only be 
used at rare intervals, and upon occasions of historic interest. 


CONCERNING GOVERNOR CHAMBERS. 


Many of our readers will doubtless remember a biograph- 
ical sketch of John Chambers, our second territorial govern- 
or, which was written by Hon. William Penn Clarke, report- 
er of the supreme court of Iowa from 1855 to 1860. This 
sketch appeared in Taz Annats, Vol. I, No. 6, (July, 1894,) 
pp. 425-445. Some time after the article appeared we re- 
ceived the following letter from John Chambers, a grandson 
of the governor. The letter, which fully explains itself, was 
mislaid at the time it was received, and only came to lighta 
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short time ago. Its publication at this time, however, will 
serve the purpose of the writer in the correction of the his- 
torical error: 


402 W. Ozmssy AvE., Louisyinuz, Ky., November 27, 1894. 

My Dear S1z:—After an absence from the city for several months, I 
-returned some time ago, finding waiting for me acopy of the July issue of 
“Tux ANNALS OF Iowa, containing the sketch of the life of my grandfather, 
‘John Chambers. For this I am greatly obliged to you. I would like to 
-eall your attention to one error in the sketch by Mr. Clarke, viz: that of 
imputing to my grandfather the authorship of the letter given on page 
443, dated at Hudson City. This letter could never have been written by 
him, for several reasons. It refers to his wife as being still alive, when in 
fact his second and last wife died in Kentucky in 1832. Again, it speaks 
-of a son “Lewis,” and of “May” (probably a daughter), neither of which 
names has been used in our family as long ago as we have any record. 
From the tone of this letter, I should be inclined to think that it was writ- 
‘ten by another John Chambers, probably of no kin, who must have been a 
‘physician, or possibly a minister of the gospel, attending to his parochial 
duties. . . . . Could you inform me where the original of the picture 
following page 432 was obtained? I am very anxious to know this, as 
none of the family here has any recollection of ever having seen it before. 


Yours very truly, 


JOHN CHAMBEBS. 


It would seem that Mr. Clarke was in error in attributing 
the authorship of that letter—the original of which cannot 
now be found—to Governor Chambers. While the letter of 
‘itself possesses no significance, it is proper that the matter be 
set right. As to the portrait (facing page 432) it occurred 
in a list of steel plates owned by a New York dealer, from 
whom we obtained 1,000 impressions to illustrate Mr. Clarke’s 
article. Our attention had been called to this portrait by the 
late Hon. Theodore S. Parvin, who believed it to be authen- 
tic. There is however, quite a dissimilarity between the 
‘engraved signatures under each portrait and between the 
portraits themselves. The portrait of Governor Chambers, 
in his old age (facing page 441), was engraved from the 
original oil painting by George H. Yewell, which is one of 
‘the finest works of art in the ownership of the State. 
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IN THE RIGHT DIRECTION. 


Last winter an unsuccessful effort was made in this 
State to establish a Hall of Archives, with the same ends in 
view as those which have prompted a like step in Alabama. 
Connected also with this movement is the establishment of 
a bi-monthly journal to be known as “The Gulf States His- 
torical Magazine,” to be devoted to history, literature and 
criticism, with especial reference to the Gulf States and 
adjacent territory. In speaking of these efforts for the per- 
petuation of records, the “Tennessee Historical Society © 
Quarterly” says: 

The State of Alabama has taken an advance step in the establishment 
of a Department of Archives and History, and making a liberal appro- 
priation for the maintenance of the same. The objects of the department 
are the care and custody of the State archives, collection of material bear- 
ing on the history of the State, publication of official records and other 
historical materials, and the encouragement of research and the diffusion 
of knowledge with reference to the history and resources of the State. 

The department is under the immediate charge of Thomas M. Owens, 
who has been elected director by the board of trustees. The director is an 
enthusiastic antiquarian, an able historian, and an energetic and persist- 
ent worker. Circular No.1 of the Department shows that the director 
‘has laid out his work in a most intelligent, orderly and comprehensive 
manner, and the State of Alabama is to be congratulated upon the organi- 
zation of this timely movement, especially by Tennessee, in which there 
és not a complete file of the publications of any department of the State. 


That last remark will equally apply to the State of Iowa. 
Should it not be corrected at the earliest possible date? 


MILLARD Fiuumorz, who retired from the Presidency in 
1858, visited our State in June, 1855. He came to Rock 
Island at the opening of the C. R. I. & P. BR. R. to that 
point, and thence by steamboat to Dubuque, where he had 
an informal but enthusiastic reception. State Senator P. 
W. Crawford, who was present, gives an account of the 


affair in The Telegraph-Herald of Sept. 17, 1902. 
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NEW. PUBLICATIONS. 


The American Fur Trade in the Far West; a History of the Pioneer Trading 
Posts and Early Fur Companies of the Missouri Valley and the Rocky 
Mountains, and of the Overland Commerce with Santa Fe. Map and 
Illustrations. By Henry Martin Chittenden, Captain Corps of Engi- 
neers, U. S.A., Author of “The Yellowstone,” 3 vols. pp. 1029, New York. 
Francis P. Harper, 1902. 


President Jefferson and the promoters of the Louisiana Purehase in 
1808 had originally no object in view but the acquisition of New Orleans 
as a port for American commerce and trade, the restrictions upon which 
by Spain had been excessively burdensome. The part of the Purchase 
which lies west of the Mississippi river was then but little known, with 
the exception of the small settlements at St. Genevieve and St. Louis, 
and was deemed of little value. It was in possession of savage and war- 
like tribes. 

The author says that “for forty years after the Purchase the people 
of the United States were at a loss to know what to do with their new 
possession, and that the single attraction it offered in a commercial way 
was its wealth of furs, the gathering of which became, and for a long time 
remained, the only business of importance in this entire region.’ This 
is an extreme statement in view of the facts that within the forty years 
named the State of Louisiana, more than half of which is west of the Mis- 
sissippi river,and the States of Missouri and Arkansas were admitted into 
the Union, and the Territory of, Iowa organized; they having within that 
time gained an American population of nearly a million souls, who were 
employed in opening the wilderness and in the production of cotton, corn, 
tobacco, hemp, and other commodities of commerce. The extension of 
slavery into the States named was also a “business of importance in a 
commercial way,” as it proved of fearful consequence to the Nation in 
a later day. 

By the “Fur Trade in the Far West,” however, the author means that 
west of the Missouri river. Of this he gives a very full and interesting 
account. The work covers a wide field and is the fruit of large research. 
It is written in a clear and animated style, in the historical spirit of fair- 
ness and justice to all parties, and contains many fine descriptions of 
scenes, persons, and events. The author was the engineer of the construc- 
tion of the Floyd monument at Sioux City, a notice of which is on pp. 
148, 177 of this volume of Tax Annats. His history may not survive as 
long as that noble monument, but it will tell many generations, who shall 
dwell in the vast area between the Missouri river and the Pacific ocean, 
of the traders and trappers who blazed the way for its civilization. 

The exploration of the “Far West” by fur traders receives historical 
consideration in these volumes for the first time. Many narratives have 
been published about it, but they were mostly written to make good sto- 
ries, and abound in exaggerations. Irving’s “Astoria” and “Captain Bonne- 
ville,” and Greggs’ “Commerce of the Prairies,” are the most valuable 
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books on the subject hitherto. While recognizing much of value in Hu- 
bert Howe Bancroft’s volumes, Captain Chittenden regards his account of 
Astoria and his abuse of Washington Irving as “a disgrace to American. 
history.” The error of the United States in not supporting the commer- 
cial enterprise of its citizens in Oregon is deplored. An enlightened and 
vigorous policy by our government would have saved the whole northwest. 
coast to the United States. The abandonment of the original plan of our 
government to keep the Indian trade in the hands of its own agents is also» 
deplored,as having opened the trade to adventurers who exploited the 
Indians. It proved a fatal error. Had the original system been main- 
tained, it would have led the Indians to a better destiny; it would have. 
averted the long and bloody wars and the corruption and bad faith which 
have made a hundred years of our Indian affairs a “Century of Dishonor.” 
The fur business was mostly conducted where the law did not reach. 
Throughout its whole career, says the author, “the American Fur Com- 
pany was an object of popular execration, as all grasping monopolies 
are. Small traders had no show; desperate measures were resorted to in 
order to get them out of the way, as the Standard Oil Company today 
crushes any rival enterprise that dares to show its head in any part of the 
United States.” Congress prohibited, July 9, 1832, the introduction of 
liquors into the Indian country. But the traders evaded the law by all 
sorts of devices. They built a distillery in the Indian country. Forbid- 
den to sell, they gave liquor to the Indians. 

While these volumes are devoted to the American fur trade, they notice: 
the British trade as carried on by the Hudson Bay Company and the 
Northwest Company of Montreal, andthe rivalry and interference of those 
companies with the American companies. They show the action of Brit- 
ish traders in exciting Indian hostilities against the United States in the 
war of 1812, as previously in the Revolutionary war. 

Only scanty reference is made to the fur trade as carried on from St. 
Louis in the days of Spanish rule. Laclede and Auguste Chouteau, the 
founders of St. Louis, were in that trade. Captain Chittenden describes 
in a charming way the rise of St. Louis as an offspring of the fur trade, 
and the growth of the city for three-fourths of a century as mainly depen- 
dent upon it. THE ANNALS, iii, 649, 650, has a copy of Julien Dubuque’s 
account with A. Chouteau, Nov. 12, 1804, in which Dubuque is to pay six 
hundred dollars “in deer skins.” Manuel Lisa was an interesting charac- 
ter from that period. He was a Spaniard, born in New Orleans, Sept. 8, 
1772; he was associated with William Morrison and Pierre Menard, of 
Kaskaskia, Ill., in the “Missouri Fur Company.” From 1807 to his death 
in 1820 he conducted annual expeditions up the Missouri river, and 
spent seven or eight winters in the wilderness. When British traders were: 
exciting the tribes of the upper Missouri against the United States, he 
withdrew his establishments, and concentrated them near the mouth of 
the Platte, where he built Fort Lisa, which became at that time the most 
important post on the Missouri river. Those Indians who were under his 
influence, he said to Governor William Clark, of Missouri Territory, “did not 
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arm against the Republic, but against Great Britain, and struck the Iowas, 
the allies of that power.” At‘the time peace was proclaimed, forty chiefs 
had arranged with him to carry an expedition of several thousand warriors 
against the Sacs ard Foxes of the Mississippi, who were at war with the 
United States, and silence them at once. Upon resigning his commission 
as sub-Indian agent, he wrote to Governor Clark: “In ceasing to be in 
the employment of the United States, I shall not be less devoted to its in- 
terests. I have suffered enough in person and property under a different 
government, to know how to appreciate the one under which I now live.” 

The fur trade in Iowa is not in the compass of these volumes. In the 
appendix, however, is a letter from Thomas Forsyth to Lewis Cass, Secre- 
tary of War, written the year before the Black Hawk war, showing how it 
was then carried on: The facts are of interest in lowahistory. We make 
an extract: 


Sr. Louis, October 24, 1831. 

The fur trade of the countries on the Mississippi as high up as above 
the Falls of St. Anthony, and on the Missouri river to the Sioux establish- 
ment some distance above Council Bluffs, continues to be monopolized 
by the American Fur Company, who have divided the country into depart- 
ments, as follows: 

Russell Farnham (‘a Green Mountain boy,a typical frontiersman of the 
better class,” died of cholera at St. Louis, Oct. 30, 1832) and George Day- 
enport (ANNALS iii, 392) have all of the country of the Sac and Fox In- 
dians up to Dubuque’s mines, not including the Fox Indians at that place; 
also the Winnebago and other Indians on the lower parts of Rock river, 
and the Iowa Indians, who live near the Black Snake Hills (where St. Jos- 
eph, Mo., now is). 

Joseph Rolette (“a leading merchant and trader at Prairie du Chien,” 
died 1842) has all of the Indians from Dubuque’s mines to above St. An- 
thony’s Falls, and up St. Peter’s river to its source,and the Indians on the 
Wisconsin and upper parts of Rock river. 

John P. Cabanne’s division has the Indians on the Missouri as high up 
as a point above the Council Bluffs, including the Pawnees of the interior. 

McKenzie, Laidiow and Lamont have the Sioux of the Missouri. 

The American Fur Company send their goods from New York to St. 
Louis, which are sent up the Missouri river to the different posts in a 
small steamboat. At those places the furs are received on board, and 
brought down to St. Louis, where they are counted, repacked, and shipped 
to New Orleans and New York, where they are unpacked, made up into 
bales, and sent to Europe, except some of the finest, particularly otter 
skins, which are sent to China, Oabanne and McKenzie take up their 
goods in the American Fur Company’s steamboats. Rolette procures his 
goods at Mackinaw, takes them via Green Bay to Prairie du Chien, where 
they are assorted and forwarded to the different posts. Farnham and 
olen take their goods from St. Louis to the Indian villages in keel- 

oats. 

The traders take to the Indian country blankets, calicos, cottons, rifles 
guns, powder, flints, lead, knives, looking glasses, vermilion, kettles, beaver 
and muskrat traps, bridles, spurs, needles, thread, wampum, horses, toma- 
hawks, half-axes, etc., ete. They give credit to the Indians in the same 
manner as for the last sixty or eighty years, charging very high prices. 
The following are the prices charged the Sac and Fox Indians, whose 
present population exceeds six thousand. They are compelled to take 


— at these high prices, for they cannot do without them, but would 
starve: 
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Blankef.......000++ 0... $10.00, COBE. . 2. cece eee eB 8.52 
BO ge see a eee II ROBE ¢ oc n nan cx cee 18000 
Powder, one pound...... 4.00, QOBU cai wowace een kO 
Expenses......... 4.18 


$44.00 


$20.90 


Thus if the Indian pays his debt, the trader is a gainer of more than 
‘100 per cent. He takes for a dollar a large buckskin (six pounds), or two 


- doeskins, four muskrats, and four or five raccoons; or allows three dol- 


lars for an otterskin, or two dollars a pound for beaver, and counts it a 
‘tolerable business if he receives one-half of the amount he gave credit for. 
‘The American Fur Company ought to be satisfied. There is a man now 
in this city (General William H. Ashley, founder of the Rocky Mountain 
Fur Company), who receives annually a sum from that company on con- 
dition that he will not enter the Indian country. They have monopolized 
the whole trade on the frontiers, together with the Indian annuities, and 
everything an Indian has to sell, and claim a large amount for debts due 
them for non-payment of credits given to the Indians at different periods. 

In my intercourse with the Indians for forty years I never found that 
coercive measures had any good effect with them, but that conciliatory 
measures always tended to produce every purpose required. 

Tuomas Forsytu, Indian Agent. 


Among the many graphic and vivid descriptions in these volumes we 
may refer to those on the Oregon Trail, pp. 460-3; the Rocky Mountains, 
pp. 725-31; the Mountain Valleys, pp. 743-50; the Great American Desert, 
pp. 754-5; Prairie Storms and Fires, pp. 755-6; the Missouri river, pp. 
‘762-774; the Buffalo and the Beaver, pp. 809-822; the Sioux Nations, pp. 
863-7. 

Of the Iowa Indians Captain Chittenden says that they “sprang with 
the Otoes and the Missouris from a common stock which was closely re- 
lated to the Siouan family. What their course of migration was is un- 
known, but they had crossed the Mississippi before they fell under the 
observation of white men. The pristine home of these Indians was what 
is now the State which bears their name. They were found within the 
historic period in almost every part of that region. Once a powerful 
tribe, they had been ruined by the smallpox and the Sioux, and were a 
-small tribe of only 800 people when the American traders opened relations 
with them. They traded principally at Robidoux post at Black Snake 
Hills, where St. Joseph, Mo., now stands, and also to some extent at the 
Council Bluffs,” p. 874. 

The “Fort Croghan,” which the author places “in Omaha,” p. 950, was 
-on the east side of the Missouri river, in the eastern part of what is now 
the city of Council Bluffs. It was built in 1839. Awnnaus or Iowa, first 
series, ix. 526, third series, v. 383. WILLIAM SALTER. 


: Ae ramen h. D 
History of the Constitutions of Iowa. By Benjamin F. Shambaugh, P Oi 
ia. of Political Science in the University of Iowa. Published by 

the Historical Department of Iowa, Des Moines: 1902. 


The publication of a history is anevent. Anybody with access to an- 


mals and history, with a knack of writing and with bread to eat while he 
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writes, can grind out a historical novel. The novel of the period has its 
day and ceases to be; but a history, valuable from the first, becomes more 
and more so as the years pass. To the Historical Department of Iowa, 
(through its honored Curator, Mr. Aldrich,) and to Prof. Benjamin F. 
Shambaugh, of the Iowa State University, the public is indebted for a 
veritable and valuable contribution to history, a work of 352 pages writ- 
ten by Professor Shambaugh at the request of Mr. Aldrich—and published 
by the department over which he presides. The book is entitled a “His- 
tory of the Constitutions of Iowa.” It might well be termed a political. 
history of our State, for such it is in fact. It is not a mass of dry detail,. 
nor is it a labored compilation of State documents. It is, rather, a com- 
prehensive review of the processes of evolution by which a great and 
influential commonwealth has developed from an aggregation of squatters, 
the several stages of evolution thoroughly marked by the several consti- 
tutions which have been framed for its guidance, these constitutions ad- 
mirably defining and re-defining the powers and duties, the rights and. 
limitations of a free people. 

Reading these pages, one must be strongly impressed with the marvel- 
ously rapid and healthy growth of “the only free child of the Missouri 
Compromise,” as Senator Grimes once happily styled the commonwealth. 
of Iowa: first, an unknown portion of that great empire, the Louisiana 
Purchase, the haunt of the bold explorer and the intrepid fur-trader; then 
the “beautiful land’ chosen by pioneer home-builders and tillers of the: 
soil; later, an unbounded portion of the territory of Michigan; in 1836 
part of the territory of Wisconsin; two years later, the territory of Iowa, 
and in 1846 the State of Iowa,—though with a population of not more- 
than a hundred thousand; whereas, now, in this year of grace 1902, her 
population is nearly two million and a quarter! 

But mere increase in population can never be the measure of a com- 
monwealth’s progress. This history is especially valuable in its story of 
the sociological development of the commonwealth. That story is written 
into the several constitutions of Iowa, territory and State, and it is to- 
those documents our historian has gone for material and inspiration for 
his work. That Professor Shambaugh has handled his material thoroughly 
and scientifically cannot be doubted by any one familiar with his earlier 
contributions to the yet unwritten exhaustive history of the State. He 
has brought to his task a thorough knowledge of the subject, a student’s 
fine enthusiasm, a scholar’s firm grasp, and, withal, a trained imagination. 
which has enabled him to look in upon an association of squatters, a ter- 
ritorial legislature, or a pioneer constitutional convention, as Parkman. 
looked in upon the struggles of the French, the English and the Indians, 
or as Motley viewed the intrigues and infamies of the Spaniards and the 
trials and martyrdoms of the Hollanders, making clear the heretofore ob- 
scure chapters of our State’s history, and establishing for the reader a 
historically true relativity as to the principal acts and events contributory 
to the evolution of this region from a trackless wilderness to an aggrega- 
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tion of rich and populous communities bound together by community of 
interest and ever increasingly close association. 

The work is perhaps strongest in its explanation and elucidation of 
that seeming inconsistency, “the Squatter Constitutions,” and in the jus- 
tice tardily given the pioneers who, away back in the thirties long in 
advance of State or even territorial organization, associated themselves 
for the common defense and for the better preservation of peace and a 
Surer guaranty of mutual rights. The by-laws and resolutions these squat- 
ters formulated from their experience are nowhere surpassed as concrete 
statements of absolute equity as between man and man, and as between 
the individual and the mass. These resolutions and by-laws, well termed 
“the Squatter Constitutions,” are wisely given prominence in the work 
under review. And yet, as Mr.Shambaugh remarks, these squatters “were 
beyond the pale of constitutional government. No statute of Congress 
‘protected them in their rights to the claims they had staked out and the 
improvements they had made. In law they were trespassers; in fact they 
-were honest farmers.” Over a hundred of these extra-legal organizations 
existed; but complete manuscript records of only two of them have come 
to light. These, thanks to the Iowa State Historical Society, and to Cu- 
trator Aldrich of the Iowa Historical Department, have recently been saved 
from oblivion and the first named published in pamphlet form. 

An interesting sample of the fraternal spirit of these associations and 
of the contempt with which the squatters regarded the land speculators 
of their time is given in the “constitution” of the Johnson County Asso- 
ciation, perhaps the most elaborate of these historic documents. For ex- 
ample, this body resolved to “discountenance any attempts on the part of 
‘any and every person to intrude in any way upon the rightful claims of 
another,” the presumption in such case being that “a person thus attempt- 
ing to take away a portion of the hard earnings of the enterprising and 
industrious settler is dishonest and no gentleman”! 

They had their own way of making it hot for the speculator when he 
appeared in person or by representative at land sales. They resolved: 
“that for the purpose of guarding our rights against the speculator we 
hereby pledge ourselves to stand by each other and to remain on the 
ground until all sales are over if it becomes necessary in order that each 
and every settler may be secured in his claim or claims to which he is 
justly entitled by the Laws of this Association.” 

The territorial epoch of Iowa’s history from 1836 to 1846, without 
doubt the most important epoch in that history as viewed from the stand- 
point of the student of organic law, forms the larger and most atue pte 
part of this work. The Organie Acts of 1836 and 1838, the first eas 
tion of the territory, though no expression of the people of the SOrriborys 
was, as our author says, a great legacy from our national Bill of Rights, 
the Ordinance of 1787. The first important campaign of education 
through which the territory passed was over the question of a eonyennen 
to formulate a constitution for the proposed State of Iowa. This was in 
1840. The proposition met an overwhelming defeat at the polls, the con- 
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servative masses not yet willing to shoulder the financial burdens ther 
borne by the nation. In ’41 the Whig Governor, Chambers, succeeding” 
Lucas, a Democrat, thought he would like to try it again and so in "42 an- 
other vote was taken, but not till after exhaustive debate in the press and 
on the stump. The work under review admirably epitomizes the pros: 
and cons of this great campaign of education. It ended, as the first cam- 
paign ended, in the defeat of the measure. Still not satisfied, and relying 
on recent large additions to the population of the territory, Governor 
Chambers urged a resubmission of the question of a constitutional con- 
vention. In ’44 the people again voted, but with a different result. This 
time, although there was little of the excitement of previous campaigns,. 
there was a large majority for a convention. 

The constitutional convention of 1844, with the campaigns which fol- 
lowed, was an epoch-maker well worth the extended space here given it. 

The debates in the convention and the discussions on the stump, with 
the long contest overthe western boundary of the proposed State,— whether 
it should be the artificial line proposed by Nicollet, or the natural 
boundary made by the Missouri river,—the defeat of the proposed constitu-. 
tion two years in succession, because of the injection of the boundary 
question into the issue, the transfer of the question to Congress, the final. 
adoption of the constitution and admission of the State with its Missouri 
river boundary, all together constitute a valuable addition to the history 
of our State, now for the first time written as a whole. 

The convention of 1857 and the constitution it submitted are deseribed 
in the last two chapters of the book,—more briefly than the importance 
of the subject would seem to warrant; but, as the author says in his pre- 
face, an adequate discussion of the subject would have greatly transcended’ 
the limits prescribed for his work. It is to be hoped that, either in book 
form or in the form of collections published by the State Historical So- 
ciety, Professor Shambaugh will at an early date present such an outline 
of the 1857 convention debates, and of the popular discussion following, 
as he has already given us in his “Fragments of the Debates of the Iowa. 
Constitutional Conventions of 1844 and 1846.” 


JOHNSON BRIGHAM. 
State Library, Des Moines. 


The History of the Louisiana Purchase, by James K. Hosmer, LL.D. Ap- 
pletons, pp. 230. 


This volume is written from a Freneh or rather Napoleonic point of 
view. The title is a misnomer; for the volume records the cession, not 
the purchase of Louisiana. “It came to us,” says Dr. Hosmer, “through 
French statesmanship with little agency of our own.” The author over- 
rates the former, and depreciates the latter. The volume contains its own 
refutation in Livingston’s “Memoir” to Talleyrand, Feb., 1803, which is. 
given in an appendix. 

Talleyrand was the Minister of Foreign Affairs. He had the ear and 
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the full confidence of Napoleon at that period. That year (1803) was the 
turning point in Napoleon’s career. He was then “First Consul of the 
French Republic,” and acted “in the name of the French people.” The 
next year he was “Emperor of the French.” Imperialism, Caesarism, 
however, was as dominant in Napoleon’s mind in 1803, as in 1804. He 
took all matters into his own hands, and sold Louisiana on his own mo- 
tion, without consent from the French Assembly, which the Constitution 
of the Republic made essential to a sale of any portion of French terri- 
tory. With the same nonchalance he disregarded his pledge to Spain, 
nottosell Louisiana without Spain’s consent. He acted from his own am- 
bitious designs, of which his mind was then full, to invade England, and 
from an apprehension that some of the British war ships then in the Gulf 
of Mexico might seize New Orleans. “If I were in their place,” said Na- 
poleon to Marbois at the time, “I would not have waited.” It was what 
Talleyrand called “the empire of circumstances” that controlled Napoleon. 
He sold what he was “‘certain to lose,” as he said to his brother Lucien. 
He is not deserving of the honor of statesmanship which Dr. Hosmer awards 
him. In his political heaven “the star of destiny” was his only guide. 
There was never a greater victim of self-adulation, and the worship he 
paid himself he required of every one around him. 

Jefferson and Livingston were men of a different make and nature. 
They were patriots of a single eye to the advantage of their country. 
They knew the importance of New Orleans to western commerce and 
trade. The free navigation of the Mississippi to its mouth had engaged 
the attention of Mr. Jefferson from the beginning of the Government, 
when he was Secretary of State under Washington. He had desired an 
exploration of the country west of the Mississippi to the Pacific, witha 
view to discover a route across the continent. Immediately the purchase 
was made, he sent Lewis and Clark up the Missouri, and also had it in 
mind to send exploring parties up Red river, up the Des Moines, and up 
the St. Peters, as he stated at the time to Capt. Lewis. 

Livingston had been associated with Jefferson from the time they 
served together on the committee that drafted the Declaration of Indepen- 
dence in 1776. Their sympathies were in common; they had kindred 
views. livingston possessed eminent sagacity. Early in his correspon- 
dence with Talleyrand he suggested a cession to the United States of the 
portion of Louisiana above the Arkansas river. After the ratification of 
the treaty by the Senate, President Jefferson in writing to Livingston, 
Noy. 4, 1803, called it “Your Treaty.” W. 5. 


The Iowa Band—New and Revised Edition. By Rev. Ephraim Adams, D. D. 
The Pilgrim Press, Boston, pp. xx, 240. 
The venerable author, now in his 85th year, has prepared a second edi- 
tion of a book he published thirty-two years ago. It is enlarged with 
sixty additional pages, and illustrated with portraits of persons referred 
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to, and with pictures of chprches and other buildings of both the earlier 
and the later times. 

The new edition spans a period of almost sixty years, since a few 
young men in a New England theological institution were revolving the 
question as to where they should do their life-work. At the same time 
their minds were turned to Iowa, which, in the language of Mr. Calhoun 
about that time in the Senate (January 24, 1843), had “sprung up beyond 
the Mississippi in a really wonderful and almost miraculous growth, as if 
by magic.” The young men pursued the question prayerfully on succes- 
sive Tuesday evenings in an alcove of the seminary library, and in Octo- 
ber, 1843, nine of them reached the new Territory, and two more came in i 
1844. 

The Rev. James L. Hill, D. D., of Salem, Mass., a son of one of the : 

band, furnishes a grateful and graceful introduction to the new edition. 
His skill and taste have also assisted Dr. Adams in bringing out the new 
edition in the finished form in which itappears. He isa younger brother 
of Dr. Gershom Hill, the honored superintendent for many years of the 
Iowa hospital at Independence. 

Dr. Adams is the only survivor of the original board of trustees of 
Iowa College, as it was incorporated in 1847. He has been from the be- 
ginning a chief factor in its growth and prosperity. He installed the 
new president of the college in office on the 11th of June. He is included 
in what the Rey. Dr. Truman M. Post said,at one of the early commence- 
ments, of Father Asa Turner and other founders of the college, “The 
greatness and beneficence of their work shall be duly estimated and chron- 
icled in God’s book; while on earth, as it rolls toward its better ages, their 
memories shall ever grow green and blossom from the dust.” 

In the conclusion of his book, Dr. Adams, inspired by the devotion of 
his whole life to Christ and to Iowa, appeals to his brother ministers. To 
quote a few words: 


“The crown of all work, the most far-reaching power for good in this 
world is the preaching of the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, each one 
in the church and among the people where in the providence of God he is 
placed. In His providence you are here in Iowa. One cannot go every- 
where or do everything. This is your field. What better can you desire? 
Ponder its history, its wonderful development. There is inspiration in 
it. Ifin its workers at the beginning you see aught to admire or imitate, 
bear it in mind. But dwell not upon the past. Think not to say, ‘No 
more days of heroic, Christian labor here, but the humdrum of common 
place. No! Keep your eye upon the present. See what now is to be 
done, with your face to the future. Two millions and more now here, but 
millions more are soon to be. The true frontiers, the heroic days are before. 
New steps are to be taken, new advances made to bring every Christian 
minister nearer to the pattern of his Lord. Let each be faithful in his 
own field; for faithful work in Iowa is world-wide. Help to make her 


more and more the gem of states. This cannot fail to bless the nation 
and the nations of earth.” Ww. 5. é 
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Stephen A. Douglas, by William Garrott Brown. Houghton, Mifflin & Co., 
pp. 141. 


This small volume is a valuable contribution to the political history of 
‘the United States and of the Democratic party during the eight years be- 
fore the Civil war. Mr. Douglas was then the most prominent and the 
most influential man before the American people. He was the chief factor 
in shaping during those years the course of events which, instead of mak- 
ing him President, as he expected, plunged the Nation into bloody strife. 
His responsibility in the matter is clearly shown by the author, who de- 
scribes himself in language of exceeding pathos as “an old soldier of the 
Confederacy, scarred with the wounds he took at Bull Run, looking back 
over a wasted life to the youth he sacrificed in that ill-starred cause.” 

The volume is written in a compact, terse, and vigorous style. It is 
worthy the attention of every one who would understand our political 
history under Presidents Pierce and Buchanan, the immediate predeces- 
sors of Abraham Lincoln. Ww. 8. 


First Brivce at Cepar Fautis.—Notwithstanding the 
“thard times,” this town in its corporate capacity, has built 
‘during the past winter, a good substantial bridge across the 
Cedar river, at a cost of fifteen thousand dollars. This is a 
matter of much importance to those who travel westward. 
‘This bridge obviates the necessity of trusting to poor ferries 
or fording with a swift current and rough bottom at Water- 
loo. Besides the convenience of the bridge, the State road 
from Independence to Cedar Falls (now in excellent order) 
is shorter by several miles than the road via Waterloo. The 
bridge, which is one of the strongest and best in the State, 
was built by K. H. Kelly, of Iowa City. The whole time 
from the closing of the contract till the bridge was in cross- 
ing order, was eleven weeks, including the period of the 
heavy freshet. The work has been done quickly and well, 
and reflects much credit on the contractor, and must prove 
of immense benefit to the town.—Cor. Dubuque Northwest, 
April 2, 1858. 
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NOTABLE DEATHS. 


Joun Francois DunooMBE was born in the town of Waterford, Erie 
county, Pa., Oct. 22,1831; he died at Fort Dodge, Iowa, Aug. 2, 1902. His 
father was a farmer. The son remained at home until he was sixteen, 
working on the farm in the summers and attending the district school in 
the winters. He went to Meadville, Pa., for his preparatory studies, en- 
tering Allegheny College at that place, where he graduated four years later. 
In the meantime he had studied awhile at Centre College, Danville, Ky. 
He taught in the public schools in the winter season to earn money with 
which to meet his college expenses. His admirable career of self-help 
and self-reliance began early. He pursued his legal studies after his col- 
lege days in Meadville and Erie, and was admitted to the bar at the latter 
place when he was 22 years of age. After practicing his profession a year 
in Erie he removed to Fort Dodge, Iowa, which thenceforward was his 
home. From the date of his settlement there few men in any community 


have led more active or useful lives. He took a place at once at the head 


of his profession in northwestern Iowa. In addition to a large practice, 
he was the attorney of the Illinois Central railroad ina district embracing 
seventeen counties, for a period of over thirty years. While he achieved 
a proud success as a lawyer,he always counseled amicable settlements out 
of court where such methods were practicable. A year or two after he 
settled in Fort Dodge he became the editor of The Sentinel, the pioneer 
journal of northwestern Iowa. Later still, he conducted The Fort Dodge 
Democrat. He was a vigorous and outspoken editor, fearless and 
aggressive. Always a democrat, he soon rose to a commanding position 
in his party, which coveted his counsels and leadership, until a few years 
ago, when he retired from politics. As a speaker he possessed rare ability.. 
He was equally at home before a jury or in arguing a case in the supreme 
court. Ina political canvass his party had no more effective campaigner 
in the State. But he was never happier than when speaking at a re-union 
of pioneer settlers. On such occasions he was always a favorite, and his. 
ready wit and rare good humor never failed to elicit the heartiest ap- 
plause. Mr. Duncombe was chosen to the State Senate in 1859, and served 
in the sessions of 1860 and 1862. He was twice elected to the House—1871 
and 1879. He was, therefore, in the State Legislature eight years—one of 
the most influential men of his party in each branch. As a legislator he 
was well-informed, resourceful, bold and aggressive, and generally success- 
ful except in partisan measures. The Iowa Pioneer Law Makers chose 
him as president of their association at its organization February 25, 1886, 
upon which occasion he delivered an interesting address full of reminis- 
cences of former times. He was a useful man on the Iowa Columbian 
Commission of 1892-3, and of the Commission which erected the beautiful 
monument at Lake Okoboji. Had the democracy been in power there 
was no position in the gift of his State to which he might not have aspired 
with an assurance of success. He was also a large farmer, a dealer in 
lands, and one of the foremost Iowa coal mine operators. Fort Dodge 
always found in Mr, Duncombe a powerful advocate of her interests. He 
was a friend of education and of every local improvement, a projector 
and builder of railroads, a man of affairs in many directions. His most 
successful business enterprise was no doubt the manufacture of stucco 
and other products from the gypsum beds adjacent to Fort Dodge. This 
interest has become one of great importance. A distinguishing event in 
Mr. Duncombe’s life was his participation in the Spirit Lake Expedition 
of 1857, in which he was the captain of Company B, his own account of 
which was given with his portrait in Tum Annaus or Iowa (Vol. III, 34 
series, pp. 491-508) for October, 1898. It will be remembered that the ex- 
pedition was under the command of Maj. William Williams. He was one: 
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of the regents of the State University during eighteen of the most impor- 
tant years of its history. Mr. Duncombe was descended from an old Eng- 
lish family, the names of many of whose members are worthily embalmed 
in the famous “Dictionary of National Biography.” Some of them were 
knighted and elected to the British Parliament. His great grandfather 
was a soldier of the Revolution, and his grandfather bore arms in the war 
of 1812. He was twice married. His first wife was Miss Carrie Perkins 
of Erie, Pa., who died in 1854; his second Miss Mary A. Williams, daughter 
of Maj. William Williams of Fort Dodge,to whom he was married in 1859. 
His widow, two sons and three daughters survive him. 


Wixr1amM Minter BearpsHEar was born in Dayton, Ohio, Nov. 7, 1850; 
he died at the State College, at Ames, Iowa, Aug. 5, 1902. Reared on a 
farm, his education up to the age of fourteen was confined entirely to the 
district school, with private instruction at home. When he had attained this. 
age, he enlisted in the volunteer army then engaged in the war for the pre- 
servation of the Union. Although under the legal age he had grown 0 large 
and lusty that he was accepted as a recruit. His service was in the Army 
of the Cumberland. Returning from the army he determined, like many 
another soldier boy, to acquire an education, becoming a student at Otter- 
bein University, Ohio, from which he graduated in 1876. It was his in- 
tention to enter the ministry,and he became pastor of the United Brethern 
church at Arcanum,Ohio. He afterwards attended Yale Theological Sem- 
inary two years. Upon leaving the school he became pastor of the 
ehurch at Dayton, Ohio, but in 1881 accepted the presidency of Western 
College in Toledo, Iowa. This was a formidable undertaking for a man 
of thirty, whose experience in educational matters had simply been that 
of a student, but he entered upon the task with energy and determination, 
succeeding admirably up to the time the college was destroyed by fire. 
His efforts to reestablish the school were highly successful, so that when he 
left in ’89 it had entered upon a career of prosperity from which it has 
had little if any interruption since that time. He came to Des Moines the 
same year and accepted the superintendency of the West District city 
schools. During his superintendency the fine high school building of the 
district was erected. He was also instrumental in obtaining the national 
flag for every school house under his charge. In 1891 Dr. Beardshear was 
elected president of the Iowa State College of Agriculture and Mechanic 
Arts at Ames. Here, too, a great work had to be done, but Dr. Beardshear 
proved himself equal to every requirement, and the great school was in 
the full tide of prosperity at the time of his lamented death. Few indeed 
are the men who are so superbly equipped for such a great undertaking. 
Physically large, he was so likewise morally and mentally. In 1894 Dr. 
Beardshear was president of the Iowa State Teachers’ Association. More 
recently he was chosen one of the directors of the National Educational 
Association, and last year elected to the presidency of that body. He was. 
in Minneapolis expecting to preside at the annual meeting of the associa- 
tion when he was attacked by the illness which soon terminated his useful 
career. The remains were laid to rest in the college cemetery near those 
of the other great president, Dr. A, 8. Welch, and Mrs. Margaret Stanton, 
who was long one of the college faculty. Henry Sabin, the distinguished 
Towa educator, said of Dr. Beardshear: “He was more than a teacher; 
more than a college president; more than a successful man of affairs. His 
heart reached out for all beautiful things. * * * Even the dreary col- 
lege catalog, usually redolent only of hard names and dry courses of study, 
under his touch became almost a poem; fitted for the desk of him who 
loves beautiful quotation, or appreciates a rare gem from the pen of a 
great thinker. He had the grace of the ready writer and was a power on 
the platform. The educational world will be lonesome without him.” Dr; 
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Beardshear leaves a widow (Josephine Mundhenk) and five children: Ha- 
zel, Mrs. L. M. Chambers, Denver, Col.; Meta, William, Charles and Con- 
stance. 


James ALEXANDER WILLIAMSON was born at Columbia, Adair county, Ky., 
Feb. 8, 1829; he died at Jamestown, R. I., Sept. 7, 1902. He was educated 
at Knox college, Ill., where he was known as an industrious student and 
accurate scholar. He settled in Des Moines, Iowa, in 1855, entering upon 
the practice of the law. A leading and active democrat, who bore a prom- 
inent part in the polities of those days, he always enjoyed great personal 
popularity with the opposition. He was a prominent actor in the finally 
successful effort to remove the State capital from Iowa City to Des Moines, 
and it was a cherished hope of the last two years of his life to tell the story 
of that movement from his own standpoint in the pages of this magazine. 
In fact, he had seta time to come to Des Moines for the purpose of securing 
certain data for his article, but his failing health prevented his attempting 
the journey. Such a narrative from his pen would have possessed distinct 
historical value, for no other man has told the story as he could have done. 
He was commissioned first lieutenant and adjutant of the 4th Iowa Infan- 
try, Aug. 8,1861. The ladies of Des Moines presented him a beautiful 
flag when he left to join his command. His career in the army was a bril- 
liant one. He was a favorite with such commanders as Grant, Sherman, 
Dodge and Logan, rising to the rank of brigadier-general. At theclose of 
the war he received the brevet of major-general, and congress awarded him 
a medal for distinguished gallantry. He fought at Pea Ridge, Chickasaw 
Bayou, Arkansas Post, Jackson, Vicksburg, Lookout Mountain, Missionary 
Ridge, Ringgold, and in many lesser affairs. “Whereis Jim Williamson?” 
asked an Iowa visitor at Sherman’s camp. Just then a cannon boomed 
out in front. “Oh,” replied the great general, pointing in the direc- 
tion whence came the report, “he is pounding away at ’em as usual, over 
yonder.” Coming home from the war he engaged in active business and 
public life for some years. . President Grant appointed him Commissioner 
of the General Land Office. Afterwards he was president of the Atlantic 
& Pacific R. R., and was also connected with the Atchison, Topeka & Santa 
Fe road for some years. He was a member of the Society of the Army of 
the Tennessee, the Military Order of the Loyal Legion, the Army and Navy 
Club, and the Union League Club of New York City. His remains were 
brought to Washington, D. C., and interred in the Rock Creek cemetery. 
The honorary pall bearers were Gen. G. M. Dodge, Hon. Frank W. Palmer, 
Hon. M. D. O’Connell, Gen. A. E. Bates, Capt. Charles Train, Mr. Colgate 
Hoyt and Mr. G. N. Whitney. Gen. Williamson leaves a widow and four 
daughters by his first wife. They are Miss Haidee Williamson, Mrs. Com- 
mander W. B. Bailey, Mrs. George R. Stearns of Augusta, Ga., and Mrs. 
Roy Jones of Santa Monica, Cal. The town of Corinne, Utah, was named in 
honor of another daughter, Mrs. Tripp, now deceased. He was a model 
citizen, a brave soldier, a competent and faithful public officer, a genial, 
excellent gentleman. His sword, commissions, and other personal belong- 


ings are among the most valued treasures in the Historical Department at 
Des Moines. 


Mrs. Cuarxorre R. Wut, daughter of James and Nancy Pilkington, 
was born at Taunton, Mass., March 1, 1829; she died at Washington, D.C., 
July 16, 1902. She and Dr. Charles A. White were married at her old home 
on Sept. 28, 1848, and the following year they removed to Burlington, 
Iowa, where his home had been since his boyhood. They resided there 
until 1864 when they removed to [Lowa City, where Dr. White began his 
official scientific career as state geologist of Iowa and Professor of Nat- 
ural history in the Iowa State University. In 1873 he accepted a similar 
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chair in Bowdoin College, Maine, but resigned and removed to Washing- 
ton, D. C., in 1875, where he has performed the greater part of his scienti- 
fic life-work. Although they there made a settled home they always: 
regarded themselves as Iowans, and greatly delighted to meet their Iowa 
friends where their later lot had been cast. Mrs. White was a woman of 
unusually clear and practical intelligence, a devoted Christian of unwaver-. 
ing faith from her girlhood; active in church and charitable work. She 
was long a member of the relief committee of the Associated Charities of 
Washington, showing rare judgment and efficiency in the work, and relin- 
quishing it only because of failing strength. But her chief characteristic 
was shown in the quiet and judicious performance of domestic duties and 
her faithful devotion to her family and friends. Dr. and Mrs. White cele- 
brated their golden wedding nearly four years before her death. A few 
years earlier they made together an extended foreign tour, embracing 
Egypt and the Holy Land with special reference to her bible studies. 
Eight children were born to them, all in Iowa, six of whom survive her, 
namely, Dr. James A. White of Portland, Oregon; Charles E. White of 
Madison, Wis.; Herbert C. White of Beatrice, Neb.; Dr. Leonard A. White 
of Washington; Gertrude, wife of Herbert J. Browne of Washington, and 
Marian White, a teacher in the Washington high school. This intelligent 
and gifted family are remembered in great kindness by the old residents. 
of Burlington and Iowa City. 


Gzorce Carter TIOHENOR was born in Shelbyville, Ky., Oct. 8, 1838; he 
died in New York City, July 12,1902. Mr. Tichenor settled in Des Moines. 
shortly before the civil war, entering quite actively into politics as a dem- 
ocrat. In the second year of the war he was appointed adjutant of the 
39th Iowa Infantry and went to the front. He was, however, soon given 
an appointment on the staff of Gen. G. M. Dodge, with whom he continued 
throughout the war. In 1865 President Lincoln promoted him to major 
and A. D.C. He was mustered out of the service with the brevet rank of 
colonel. During the war his bravery, activity, ready resources and won- 
derful adaptation to the military service, made him an especial favorite 
with Gen. G. M. Dodge. He returned to Des Moines at the close of the 
war, and a couple of years later was appointed postmaster of the capital 
city. Four years later he was reappointed, but retired shortly afterward 
to be succeeded by James §. Clarkson. He went over to Chicago in 1873, 
where he engaged in business, but the failure of a bank in 1878 left him 
penniless. It was then that he entered the broad arena of politics and na- 
tional usefulness. President Hayes appointed him to a special agency in 
the treasury department, after which he was connected with that branch of 
the government to the end of his life. He was an influential and most 
earnest supporter of John Sherman for the presidency. Later he was ap- 
pointed a member of the U. 8S. board of general appraisers under the treas- 
ury department, with headquarters in New York city. One of his associates 
was Col. Charles H. Ham, formerly one of the widely known leader-writers on 
The Chicago Tribune and Inter Ocean. At one time he was assistant secre- 
tary of the treasury. Mr. James S. Clarksonand Major William H. Flem- 
ing paid high tributes to the memory of this Iowa man whose life was full 
of activity and usefulness. 


Isaac Cooper was born at Cooperstown, N. Y., February 18, 1813; he 
died at Lake Tahoe, Cal., August 13,1902. This well-known pioneer of 
Des Moines and Polk county was a nephew of James Fenimore Cooper, 
the illustrious American novelist. He remained at home until 1845, when 
he came to Iowa, settling on a claim on Four Mile Creek near Des Moines. 
The country was then new, still oocupied by the Indians, and troops were 
stationed at the junction of the Des Moines river with “the Raccoon 
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Fork”. Mr. Cooper at once became most active and enterprising in the 


work of opening up the néW settlement. It is recorded that he was the 
proprietor of the first threshing machine, and a partner in the first reaper, 
that were brought to this section of central Iowa. He was also one of the 
leading contractors and builders of those early years—a useful, public 
spirited citizen, who became a large factor in founding the capital city. 
Aside from these characteristics, he was personally popular, enjoying the 
esteem and confidence of the early settlers. He removed to California some 
years ago, where he resided up to the time of his death. He is sut- 
vived by three children—Mrs. F. M. Hubbell and Mrs. W. H. Ginn of Des 
Moines, Iowa, and Mr. Fenimore Cooper of Oleta, California. Mr. Coop- 
er’s remains were brought to Des Moines for interment with the other 
members of his family. His funeral was largely attended by the surviv- 
ing early settlers of Polk county. 


Mrs. L. J. CouroH was born in Richland county, Ohio, Oct. 27, 1828; 
she died at Blaine, in the State of Washington, Aug. 19,1902. She was 
one of the well known early settlers of Hamilton county, Iowa, and was a 
woman of much force of character and great amiability, an especial favor- 
ite with the pioneers. She was married to the late William L. Church 
some time prior to 1855. They came to Springfield (now Jackson), Minn., 
in 1856, a few months prior to the Indian raid upon the-settlements at 
Spirit and Okoboji Lakes. After that affair the Indians went to Spring- 
field where they besieged the few settlers who had assembled in the house 
of J. B. Thomas for defense. A statement of that affair, with the attempt- 
ed flight of the settlers towards the south, was given in THe Annats for 
October, 1898, as stated by Mrs. Church. She fired at one of the Indians, 
who was seen to fall, and there can be little doubt that she killed him. 
The Indians then withdrew and the little band of white people started 
south at midnight with only an ox team. Their march was one of exces- 
sive toil and exposure and they could hardly have survived the inclement 
weather had they not been met the next day by the rescue party from the 
Spirit Lake Expedition. The flight of these refugees was one of the most 
thrilling episodes of that affair. (See Annaus or Iowa, 3d series, Vol. III, 
pp. 546-8.) 


Lrvi1 L. Hoag was born in Greene county, N. Y., April 10, 1830; he died 
at West Vienna, N. Y., Nov. 18, 1901. He removed to Iowa in March, 1855, 
residing in Scott and Cedar counties until the beginning of the war of the 
Rebellion. He enlisted in Company OC of the Twenty-fourth Iowa Volun- 
teers, and became the coler bearer of the regiment. He began to keep a 
brief journal of the movements and doings of the regiment from the day 
it left camp at Muscatine for the seat of war. He made an entry in his 
diary every day until the regiment was mustered out of service at the close 
of the war. Every camp, march, skirmish, and battle is therein recorded. 
He carried the flag in every one of its twenty battles, and strangely escaped 
the flying bullets. He was always on duty and was esteemed one of the 
best and bravest soldiers of that famous command. He was in all respects 
a fine type of the Iowa soldiers who won imperishable renown for our 
State. His war diary has been of inestimable service to the historians of 
the Twenty-fourth and other regiments of the brigade, in fixing dates; 
and has been present as a valuable reference at some of the regimental 
re-unions. We understand that this rare manuscript will come to the Iowa 
Historical Department at no distant day. 


JoHN WHITTEN was born at Business Corner, Van Buren county, Lowa, 
Aug. 4, 1842; he died at Farmington, Iowa, Sept. 7,1902. He remained at 
home with his parents until the breaking out of the civil war, when he en- 
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listed in company H, 15th Iowa Infantry. Not long after his muster into 
the service he was detailed as one of the color guard. He succeeded the 
color bearer who was shot down at the battle of Missionary Ridge, where 
his whole regiment was captured. With his comrades he was marched to 
Andersonville prison, where he suffered untold tortures from starvation, 
vermin, scurvy, and filth. After his liberation he was discharged, having 
been in the army four years and seven months. Heserved his county two 
terms as auditor, and was deputy state treasurer of Iowa for three terms, 
also holding many other positions of honor and trust, in all of which he 
proved himself competent and thoroughly trustworthy. His funeral took 
place at Farmington, Iowa, Sept. 8. His remains were borne to the cem- 
reas! by the members of the G. A. R., who buried him with the honors of 
the order. 


JouN WiILLIAMson was born at Penrith, England, Dec. 25, 1822; he died 
at Fairfield, Iowa, July 24,1902. He learned the trade of a weaver in the 
old country, and migrated to America in 1851. He and his wife worked 
in the cotton mills of New England the first four years after their arrival 
in the United States. In 1855 they came to Iowa, settling near the city of 
Fairfield. Mr. Williamson was an eloquent speaker, and became promi- 
nent and infiuential in the politics of that region. He served in the 19th 
General Assembly as a member of the house, and for a number of years 
was a member of the board of supervisors of his county. Heis spoken of 
as a “‘warm-hearted, impulsive man, generous and honest.’? He enjoyed the 
high esteem of a wide circle of friends in Jefferson and adjoining counties. 


BENJAMIN GREENE was born in Otsege county, N. Y., March 4, 1819; he 
died in Adel, Iowa, June 18,1902. At the age of 18 Mr. Greene went to 
Belvidere, Ill., and spent four years with a brother. He returned to New 
York, studied law and taught school until 1846. Early in 1849 he arrived 
in Adel, having stopped for a time at Keokuk where he taught school. He 
was among the first settlers of Dallas county, and has been identified with 
its development and progress. He was a man of marked business ability 
and integrity and had filled yarious local offices in town and county. In 
early days he was school fund commissioner, and for several years was 
chairman of the board of supervisors. He was a member of the house of 
representatives in the 4th and 6th general assemblies. 


Frank Tanoort Prerr was born in Maquoketa, Jackson county, Iowa, 
July 19, 1856; he died in Los Angeles, Cal., April 20,1902. When a child 
his parents removed to Green Springs, Ohio, but in 1868 the family re- 
turned to Iowa, locating in Buena Vista county. In 1870 he began news- 
paper work and was successively employed on The Newell Times, Le Mars 
Sentinel and Cherokee Times and Leader. In 1873 he located at Sheldon 
where he afterward published The Mail and Times. Mr. Piper was post- 
master of Sheldon during President Harrison’s administration. In 1895 
he became a eandidate for senator in the 49th district, but was defeated. 
He was mayor of Sheldon from 1898 to 1900. 


James Raney, aged 83 years, died at his home in Belle Plaine, Iowa, 
Aug. 19,1902. During the civil war he was colonel of the Fifteenth Illi- 
nois Infantry, and was brevetted brigadier-general at the time of his mus- 
ter-out. For some years after he came to Iowa he resided in Adair county, 
where he served as county clerk eight or ten years, besides filling several 
other official stations. From that time forward he was engaged in mer- 
chandising in Belle Plaine up to the time of his death. 
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Wii I. T1zzaRp was born in Burlington, Iowa, about the year 1842; 
he died there June 9, 1902. He was the son of William Tizzard who was 
many years the proprietor of The Gazette. At the outbreak of the civil 
war young Tizzard enlisted in the 1st Iowa Infantry as a drummer boy.. 
The following year he enlisted in company G, 25th Iowa and was appoint- 
ed second lieutenant. He made a brilliant record, and passed through 
many of the severest battles, coming out without a scratch. His expos- 
ures, however, and the hard service, left their effects upon him which only 
ceased with his life. The papers of that city spoke in the highest terms. 
of this veteran of the civil war. 


Lestrz B. Marroon was born in the state of New York, April 29, 18473. 
he died at Kenmare, N. D., June 10, 1902, where he had gone to look after 
his mining interests. At the age of 17 he enlisted in the Union army asa 
member of Battery C, N. Y. First Light Artillery, and participated in many 
battles. He chose the medical profession and in 1875 graduated from a 
medical college in Chicago. The same year he located in Elgin, Iowa, 
which had since been his home. He served as State senator from the Alla-- 
makee-Fayette district, in the 22d, 23d, 24th and 25th general assemblies. 
During late years he devoted much of his time to his large business interests. 


Hues Lanean was born in County Donegal, Ireland, in 1853; he died 
in Clinton, Iowa, June 10,1902. When a child his parents came to Amer- 
ica and settled in Pennsylvania; in 1856 they came to Iowa and located in 
Clinton county. Mr. Langan settled in Vail, Crawford county, about thirty 
years ago, but has since resided for a number of years in South Dakota 
where he served as a member of the house of representatives in the 16th 
general assembly. Some years ago he returned to Iowa. He was promi- 
nent in politics, and served as representative from Crawford county in the 
29th general assembly. 


Noau Brooxway Baoon was born in Westmoreland, N. Y., Dec. 19,1799; 
he died in Des Moines, May 29, 1902, at the age of 102 years. His father 
served in the Revolutionary war for a period of seven years. In early life 
Mr. Bacon operated a stage line in southern New York and northern Penn- 
sylvania. In 1843 he removed to Wisconsin where he engaged in farming. 
Since 1880 Mr. Bacon had resided in Iowa. In Mr. Bacon’s boyhood a 
large part of the U. S. was a wilderness; cooking stoves, sewing machines, 
railroads and steamboats were unknown. Only one U. 8S. president had 
served before his birth. 


Damon N. Spracue of Wapello, was born at Cooperstown, N. Y., March 
31, 1832; he died at Richland Springs, N. Y., August 12,1902. Mr. Sprague: 
had been a practicing lawyer in southeastern Iowa ever since 1855. He 
represented the counties of Des Moines and Louisa in the House of Rep- 
resentatives of the seventh general assembly. In 1870 he was chosen dis- 
trict attorney of the Burlington judicial district, serving in that capacity 
a full term of four years. He was a lawyer of high repute, and well es- 
teemed by all who knew him, His remains were interred at Wapello. 


Franois VarGa was born in Hungary Aug. 8, 1817; he died at Leon, 
Towa, April 5, 1902, He was judge advocate general in Louis Kossuth’s 
provisional government during the revolution in 1848. Hecame to Deca- 
tur county, Iowa, in 1858, where he resided until his death. We have re- 
ceived a sketch of the life of this distinguished patriot which we hope to 
present in Tux Annats hereafter. 


Errata.,—The date of the death of Lt. Col. James A. § is gi . 
491 as ‘‘the 7th day of March, 1898.” It should read March ith Le BELithees 
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road Commissioner, 1883-88; 
providing for safety appliances 
* near Fort Dodge, lowa, 
n our penitentiaries. 


